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PATENT BRICKMAKING MACHINERY, 
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JOHN LOWERING & 
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SAMPLES AND PRICES SENT FREE ON APPLICATION, 
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Gompany is guaranteed to stand 
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Quarries of Blue Granite situated at NORTH QUEENSFERRY, 
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MANUFACTURERS AND PRODUCERS OF 
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THE 


Poard of Trade Sournal. 


Vol. XXVIII] 


January 18, 1900. [No. 164. 


WEEKLY ISSUE OF THE “BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL.” 

The “ Board of Trade Journal,” now in its fourteenth year, will 
henceforth be issued weekly, instead of monthly, at the price of 
one penny per number for the present. J 


PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 6 of the advertisements, and among these publi- 
cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1899, and 
the twelve months ended 31st December, 1899, have now been puk- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 8d.) 
per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 is now 
available, and may be purchased at a cost of 8s. 1}d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. This publication, which contains 
much more detailed and exhaustive information than can be given 
in the monthly accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the 
United Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British 
possession, and British protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 
1898 inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, 
transhipments, and bonded warchouse accounts. 
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ROYAL PROCLAMATION. 


The following Royal Proclamation appeared in the “ London 
Gazette” for 27th December last :— 


By the Queen : 


A PROCLAMATION. 
Victoria, R. : 


WHEREAS, a state of war exists between Us and the South 
African Republic, and also between Us and the _— Free 
State : 


And whereas, it is estes expedient and necessary to warn 
all Our subjects of their duties and obligations towards Us, Our 
Crown and Government : 


Now, therefore, We do hereby warn all our subjects not to 
enlist or engage themselves in the military service of the 
Government of either of the said Republics, or in any way to 
aid, abet, or assist either of the said Republics in the prosecution 
of hostilities, and not to carry on any trade with, or supply any 
goods, wares, or merchandise to either of the said Republics, or 
to any person resident therein, or to supply any goods, wares, 
or merchandise to any person for transmission to either of the 
said Republics, or to any person resident therein, and not to 

any goods, wares, or merchandise destined for either of 
the said Republics or for any person resident therein. 


And We do hereby further warn all persons that whoever, 
in contravention of the law, shall commit any of the aforesaid 
acts, will be liable to such penalty as the law provides. 


Given at Our Court at Windsor, this Twenty- 
seventh day of December, in the Year of 
our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Ninety-nine, and in the Sixty-third 
year of Our Reign. 


Gop SavE THE QUEEN. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


I—COLONIAL AND OTHER BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 
Enquiries relating to Canadian Trade. 
The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 


Section of the Imperial Institute, where further particulars may be 
obtained. 


Home Enquiries—A Scotch house possessing a connection with 
the wholesale confectionery and grocery trade is in a position to 
handle suitable Canadian products, and is also open to consider 
agencies for the Far East in connection with their China house. 

A well-known London firm advises that they have a good 
opening for consignments of Canadian ox and lunch tongues and 
meats of good quality and carefully packed. 

A large importer of wooden handles of all descriptions in the 
North of England would like to receive catalogues and prices from 
Canadian manufacturers in a position to ship. 

Canadian Enquiries—A New Brunswick exporter asks to be 
placed in communication with importers of Box Boards. The 
representative of a Canadian manufacturer who is about to arrive 
in England with samples of material for veneer back-boards, 
bonnet-boxes, &c., would like to hear from buyers of same. 


II—FOREIGN. 


SWEDEN. 


The United States Consul at Gothenburg reports that many 
business men in that city think that the import 

Automobiles, of motor carriages into Sweden, if once properly 

Motor-Cars, started, will be considerable, provided they can 

and Electrical be made durable, neat in appearance, safe and 

Machinery easy to handle, and not too expensive. Cab 

. owners, especially in Stockholm, are considering 
the advisability of purchasing motor carriages, and a short time 
ago they sent experts to Berlin to study and examine motor cabs 
manufactured in Germany. The report they made on their return 
was not altogether favourable. They said that automobiles which 
in catalogues seemed to be ideals of perfection, in reality did not 
come up to expectations. 

The chief objection to the motor cabs, with accumulators or 
storage batteries, was that they could not make sharp enough 
turns. The cabs were built with the batteries placed close to the 
back wheels. The steering power of the front wheels was so 
small that the carriages could turn only in very large curves, 
making them unfit for use on narrow streets. Another incon- 
venience was that, as soon as the cabs got on a road covered 
with a layer of sand an inch thick, they stopped helplessly. 
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Besides these inconveniences, common to French and German 
motor cabs alike, it was said that few of the carriages exhibited 
were of the type desired—that is, with room for from two to four 
passengers. Hunting wagons, motor cycles, delivery wagons, &c., 
for sportsmen and business houses were plentiful; but cabs were 
fewer, and, as arule, clumsy in appearance. A German manu- 
facturer promised, however, to remedy the faults mentioned ; but 
it is not yet generally known whether the prospective purchasers 
and the manufacturer can agree as to terms. Manufacturers of 
motor carriages usually demand one-fourth of the price for thirty 
days’ trial; while the cab owners in question desire free trial 
before purchase, because they are unwilling to buy such expensive 
machines without being sure that they are practically useful. 

At present, there is only a petroleum-motor carriage and a light 
motor cycle in Gothenburg, both of French manufacture, though 
it is said there is an American motor carriage in Stockholm. 

Another matter of importance is electrical machinery in general, 
which will be in great demand as soon as the people have fully 
learned the value of their numerous waterfalls. A large electric- 
power plant is to be built at Trollhiittan; and electric railways 
and tramways are being planned for Gothenburg, Lund, Bjerréd, 
and Jénképing. 

Electric-motor carriages “are preferred for city traffic. Those 
with benzine motors are said to be noisy and to emit offensive 
gases. 


UNITED STATES. 


The New York “Carpet Trade Review” states that a great 
Floorcloth scarcity of floorcloth burlap in the United 
States still confronts the floor oilcloth and 
Burlap. linoleum manufacturers, and if the present 
condition obtains for any length of time the output of floorcloth 
will be very greatly reduced. It is also stated that the American 
manufacturers are much dissatisfied with the present state of 
affairs, and there is some talk of establishing a burlap manu- 
factory in which the floorcloth makers would be interested. The 
Chelsea Jute Mills of New York have the only machinery for 
floorcloth burlap in America, but their production is a bagatelle 
compared to the needs of the American manufacturers. 


PERU. 


Peruvian industries generally have, it is stated, of late undergone 
; quite a remarkable revival, as the result of the 
Agricultural efforts of the Government to stimulate the 
Machinery. introduction of improved machinery. One of 


the most remarkable phases of this revival, according to the 
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“ South American Journal,” is the employment of steam ploughs, 
which are to be found on nearly all large plantations. The 
“ Journal” adds, “ Besides agricultural machinery, there are 
openings for building up an increasing trade in plantation tools. 
Those firms who are not specially represented in Peru have a good 
chance of opening up a connection with that country by sending 
specimens of their productions to the permanent, machinery show 
which was inaugurated in Lima a few months ago.” 


‘JAPAN. 


The “ Journal of Commerce” (New York) reports that the Tokio 

Railwa Street Railway Company is to build 200 miles 

Material. of electric railway in Tokio. The Company is 

to begin work at once, and early this year must 

begin purchases of track material. The entire 200 miles is to be 

completed in six years, and in that time their requirements will 

reach a value of about 1,400,0001. In Yokohama an extensive 
electric railway line is proposed. 


TENDERS FOR GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
: receive tenders from such persons as may be 
India Office. willing to supply :— 
(1) Covered goods wagon. 
(2) Oil tank wagons. 


The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. on 
Tuesday, 23rd January, 1900, after which time no tender will be 
received, 

The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to 
receive tenders from such persons as may be willing to supply :— 

(1) Locomotives. 
(2) Brass boiler tubes. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m., on 
Tuesday, the 23rd January, for No. 1, and on Tuesday, 16th 
January, 1900, for No. 2, after which times respectively no tender 
will be received. 
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STATE OF THE LABOUR MARKET IN DECEMBER, 1899. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and the “‘ Labour Gazette.” It is based on 2,339 returns, 
viz., 1,659' from employers, 550 from trade unions, and 130 from 
other sources. - 

The general state of employment has continued good, and the 
percentage of unemployed members returned by trade unions is 
lower than at any similar period of the year since 1889, A com- 
parison of the returns for the end of December with those of the 
previous month is to some extent affected by the Christmas and 
New Year holidays, and allowance must therefore be made for this 
disturbing influence when considering the figures given below. 

In the 123 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 511,184, 12,664 (or 2°5 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of December, compared with 2:2 in 
November, and with 2°9 per cent. in the 118 unions, with a 
membership of 470,391, from which returns were received for 
December, 1898. 

Employment in Various Industries—Coal Mining.—Employ- 
ment continues very good, the average number of days worked 
per week being greater in December than at any time during the 
fiye years in which these statistics have been compiled. Returns 
relating to collieries, at which 445,469 workpeople were employed, 
show that an average of 5°65 days per week was worked in 
the four weeks ended 25rd December, as compared with 5°64 
days in November and 5°54 days in December, 1898. 

Iron Mining—Employment was good in December, though not 
quite so good as a year ago. At mines and open works at which 
16,980 workpeople were employed, the average number of days 
worked in the four weeks ended 23rd December, was 5°75 per 
week, as compared with 5°79 in November, and 5°82 a year ago. 

Pig Iron Industry—Employment continues considerably better 
than a year ago. At the works of 117 iron masters, 379 furnaces 
were in blast at the end of December, employing about 26,010 
workpeople, as compared with 380 furnaces and 25,939 workpeople 
employed at the end of November, and 368 furnaces with 24,146 
workpeople employed at the end of December, 1899. 

Tron and Steel Manufacture.—-Employment shows little change. 
It continues better than a yearago. At 212 works covered by the 
returns, 83,264 workpeople were employed in the week ended 23rd 
December, as compared with 83,170 in the last week of November, 
and 79,227 in the corresponding week of 1898, the average number 
of shifts worked in these three weeks being 5°63, 5°62, and 5°59 
respectively. 

Employment in the Tinplate Trade continued good in December, 
and much better than a year ago. At the end of December 
415 mills were at work (including those engaged in the manufacture 
of black plates), employing 20,554 workpeople. These figures 
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compare with 412 mills employing 20,482 workpeople at the end 
of November, and 329 works employing 16,904 workpeople at the 
end of December, 1898. 
In the Engineering and Metal trades employment has remained 
ood. The percentage of unemployed union members in this group 
of trades at the end of December was 2:6, compared with 2:2 in 
November and 3:0 per cent. in December, 1898. 

Employment in the Shipbuilding trades has remained good. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
December was 2°4, compared with 2°5 in November. ‘The per- 
centage for December, 1898, was 3°7. 

Owing partly to seasonal causes employment in the Building 
trades has been scarcely so brisk. The percentage of unemployed 
union members among carpenters and plumbers at the end of 
December was 2°5, compared with 1°5 in November and 1°8 
per cent. in December, 1898. 

Employment in the Furnishing trades has fallen off in most 
branches, the percentage of unemployed union members at the end 
of December being 4°8, compared with 2°3 in October and Novem- 
ber. The percentage in December, 1898, was 3°8. 

In the Printing and Bookbinding trades employment has fallen 
off, as is usual at this season, but it has been fairly good for the 
time of year. The percentage of unemployed union members at 
the end of December was 3°5, compared with 2:2 in November. 
The percentage for December, 1898, was 3°9. 

Employment in the Paper trade has remained good. The 
percentage of unemployed union members at the end of December 
was 2°5, compared with 2°6 in November. In December, 1898, 
the percentage was 5°9. 

In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of December was 8°9, compared with 12-9 
per cent. in December, 1898. 

Employment in the Leather trades has remained fairly steady. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
December was 1°9, compared with 1:6 in November and 4:5 per 
cent. in December, 1898. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade remains quiet in 
London, but has improved on the whole. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade is 
bad, but in the ready-made branch it is good in some centres, and 
dull in others. 

Employment continues very good in the Spinning and Weaving 
branches of the Cotton trade. Information respecting Cotton 
factories employing about 81,900 women and girls, shows that 
97 per cent. of those in Spinning mills and 92 per cent. of 
those in Weaving factories were working in factories giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 99 and 90 per cent. 
respectively in November, and 97 and 87 per cent. a year ago. 

Employment in the Woollen and Worsted trade continues very 
good. Employment in the Hosiery trade also is very good. 
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Dock and Riverside Labour in London.—Employment at the 
docks and wharves continues to show an improvement as com- 
pared with a year ago, but there is a slight decline as compared 
with a month ago. During the five weeks ended 30th December, 
an average number of 16,390 labourers were employed daily at 
all the docks and principal wharves, as compared with averages of 
16,679 in the preceding four weeks, and 15,887 in December, 1898. 

Agricultural Labourers have been, generally speaking, well 
employed during December. For the greater part of the month 
the weather has been favourable for outdcor work. 


Trade Disputes.—Twenty-eight fresh disputes occurred in 
December, 1899, involving 6,116 workpeople, of whom 5,013 were 
directly, and 1,103 indirectly, affected. The corresponding 
number of disputes in November was 31, involving 9,707 work- 
people, and in December, 1898, 29, involving 6,319 workpeople. | 
Of the 28 fresh disputes in December, 1899, 5 occurred in the 
mining and quarrying trades, 5 in metal, engineering, and ship- 
building trades, 10 in textile trades, and 8 in miscellaneous 
industries. Of the 31 new and old disputes, involving 7,192 
workpeople, of which the termination is reported, 14, involving 
1,717 persons, were decided in favour of the workpeople; 8, in- 
volving 2,664 persons, in favour of the employers; 8, involving 
2,661 persons, resulted in a compromise; in the case of the 
remaining dispute, involving 150 persons, certain points are still 
under consideration. 


. Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 71,400 workpeople were reported during December, of 
which number about 70,850 received advances averaging 1s. 44d. 
weekly per head, and about 650 sustained decreases averaging 
1s. 93d. weekly per head. The net result was an increase of about 
ls, 44d. per head in the weekly wages of the 71,500 workpeople 
affected. The principal increases were in the coal-mining and iron 
and steel trades. Changes affecting about 600 workpeople were 
preceded by disputes causing stoppage of work. Changes affecting 
about 16,100 workpeople took effect under sliding scales, and 
changes affecting about 40,300 workpeople were arranged by 
Wages and Conciliation Boards without stoppage of work. The 
remaining changes affecting about 14,400 workpeople were arranged 
by direct negotiation between employers and workpeople. 


Jan. 18, 1900. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 143 
TRADE OF INDIA WITH TURKISTAN AND TIBET, 
VIA LADAKH AND YATUNG. 

The Board of Trade have received through the India Office 
copy of a report of the Resident of Kashmir containing statistics 
of the trade of India with Chinese and Russian Turkistan and 
Tibet, for the year ended 3lst March, 1899. The total value of ° 
trade which passed through Leh during the year under report 
amounts to Rs. 39,75,168-4, against Rs. 42,02,640-15 in the pre- 
vious year—a decrease of Rs. 2,27,472-11. The subjoined table 
gives the figures for the past two years. The decline may be 
almost entirely attributed to the charas (Bhang) trade being no 
longer profitable. 

The following table shows the value of the import and export 
trade of Leh for 1897-98 and 1898-99 (years ended 31st March in 
each case). 


1897-98. 1898-99. 
IMPORTS INTO LEH— Rs. Rs. 
From India... ... 14,464,008 12,97,107 
» Chinese Turkistan ... ail 6,47,947 6,56,578 
Total ... 20,91,756 
EXPORTS FROM LEH— 
» Turkistan 10,32,114 
» Tibet | 86,037 81,046 
Total... 19,63,379 18,83,412 


A point noticeable in the above table is that, while the 
value of the goods sent from India to Leh and re-exported thence 
to Yarkand has fallen by over a lakh, and statistics indicate a 
general depression in the trade, the goods received in Leh from 
Yarkand and exported to India show a slight decrease in value. 
The explanation seems to lie in the dislocation of the charas trade 
owing to the tax on this drug in the Punjaub. 

The crop having been an unusually plentiful one, actually 
more charas was exported to India than for many years past; 
but owing to the diminished demand, prices ruled low and the 
money realised by its sale was considerably less than in former 
years. To pay for the Indian goods imported into Yarkand, 
however, it was necessary to export more goods of other kinds, 
silver and gold, &c. ‘The fact appears to be that Chinese Tur- 
kistan has had to pay for a diminished quantity of Indian goods 
with an increased quantity of charas and other exports, and it 
also seems probable that Indian traders, finding the purchase of 
charas in Leh no longer remunerative, embarked less money in 
the trade, and sent fewer goods to Turkistan. 
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The exports to Turkistan of English and Continental piece- 
goods amounted to Rs. 4,88,250, against 4,97,750 in the pre- 
vious year, that of Indian manufactured cotton to Rs. 3,510, 
against Rs. 15,925 in the previous year. 

Exports to 'Tibet were, of English and Continental goods, Rs. 
2,000, against Rs. 1,625 in the previous year, and of Indian goods 
Rs. 1,920, against Rs. 5,395. ‘There was a decrease of Rs. 25,250 
only in the total value as compared with last year. The tradein 
indigo is very fluctuating and depends on prices obtaining in 
Yarkand. The exports in the year under report were smaller 
than usual for reasons specified above. 

Hides and skins are exported to Turkistan from India. The 
value of the trade in 1898-99 shows a decrease of Rs. 4,344 from 
that of the previous year. 

The trade under the heads of carpet and namdas shows a slight 
increase of Rs. 1,867 as compared with last year’s report, and a 
decrease of Rs. 1,804 in carpets. 

The cause of this increase is that, with diminishing profits on 
charas, traders are forced to look for other commodities in which 
to pay for their Indian purchases. The bulk of this class of 
goods is for sale in Kashmir. The trade is not capable of much 
extension. The amount of both gold and silver imported in the 
year under report shows a slight increase over the previous years. 
They were both, however, rather a forced medium for the trans- 
fer of capital to India than a profitable one. Of the two, gold is 
the more remunerative, and would be sent down to India in 
larger quantities if it were obtainable. It is of two kinds, that 
brought from Tibet and that from the Khotan Mines. The 
prices of the two sorts are at present in Leh— 

Khotani ... 214 rupees per tola. 

The quantity of the former obtainable is limited, owing to the 
action of the Amban who, it is stated, has passed orders prohibit- 
ing its sale. What arrives in Leh is therefore smuggled. Tibetan 
gold would come in in larger quantities if the trade with Leh 
were larger. Silver, as an article of export to India no 
longer pays. A Chinese kurus, weighing 157 tolas, is worth in 
Leh 115 rupees. Turquoises are imported for local use, 7.e., in 
Kashmir and Ladakh. They are obtained from China, via 
Lhassa, and from Meshed, va Bombay. ‘The latter are of 
superior quality, but owing to plague regulations, were not im- 
ported during the year under report: The trade in coral with 
Turkistan suffered along with other Indian exports to Kashmir. 
The trade with Tibet in this commodity was slack, owing to no 
big caravans passing. The trade in Indian tea imported in 1898- 
99 shows a decrease of Rs. 14,210 on that of the previous year. 

The trade in Indian tea struggles on under adverse circum- 
stances. Its importation is prohibited both in Chinese Turkis- 
tan and in Tibet. It is reported that the Andijanis, who were 
the principal buyers of tea smuggled into Turkistan, are now 
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prohibited from carrying it into Russian territory. Wool im- 

yorted from Tibet and sent to Kashmir shows a decrease of Rs. 
888 on that of the previous year. Prices ruled low. It is said 
that the Tibet wool is too full of dirt for there to be a great 
demand for it in Kashmir. Manufactured woollen goods show 
also a decrease of Rs. 152-8. The value of the above goods im- 
ported during the year under report was Rs. 2,120, as against 
Rs. 2,272-8 in the previous year. 

Although this class of goods shared in the general depression 
in trade, it is interesting to notice that a small trade in “ Merino” 
shawls is springing up with Tibet. A few were exported last 
year and found a ready sale. These are of French and German 
manufacture and very cheap. They seem to be driving out the 
Kashmir-made article ‘‘ Pashmina,” which is better and more 
expensive. The certainty of a prolonged depression, if not a 
permanent decline in the trade between India and Turkistan, has 
formed the keynote of the Ladakh trade reports since 1896. 

In three years the value of the trade has fallen from 62 to 
39 lakhs of rupees, and at the present time there is every 
prospect of a further drop. 

With regard to the trade of Tibet, via Yatung, the town in 
the Chumbi valley opened to Indian trade, the report of the 
Commissioner of Chinese Customs for 1898 shows the growth 
of trade for the four years it has been opened to have been as 
in the following table— 


Years, Imports. Exports. 

Rs. Rs. 
= whe 718,475 817,851 


The import trade in cotton goods on the whole, did not 
do so well, white cottons, drills, and cambrics showing 
considerable decreases. On the other’ hand, blue printed, 
Chinese and Japanese cottons improved. Woollen goods 
fell off generally. Metals arrived in rather smaller quan- 
tities, iron bars, ironware, copper sheets, and German silver 
sheets all falling short of the 1897 figures. In sundries the 
principal increases occurred in chinaware, coral, cutch, flour, 
Chinese medicines, kerosene, maize, rice, Chinese silk, Tussore 
silk, and sugar. In fact, trade in all goods classified under 
sundries was well maintained, tobacco and umbrellas excepted. 
The improvement in the arrivals of Chinese products, wdé Cal- 
cutta, is a point worth noticing. Besides those Chinese goods 
just mentioned as having passed in in larger quantities, there 
are several other items on the list, viz., Chinese boots, caps, 
clothing, pipes, preserves, shoes, and saddlery. This may be 
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taken as a sign that the sea route from China is coming into 
favour, and that as time goes on trade between it and 
Yatung will be diverted from the land route across the 
Tibetan Province of Kham. It is possible that the present 
disturbed state of the Chinese province of Ss’echuan may give 
an impetus to the seaborne trade and a corresponding check to 
that by the old-fashioned caravan route by Ta-chien-lu. How- 
ever, merchandise coming by sea is now subjected to an export 
duty on leaving China, and to an import duty on arrival at 
Calcutta. Were another duty charged at Yatung on entry into 
Tibet, the result might be detrimental. It is of interest to note 
that five Australian horses, valued at Rs. 4,000, were taken into 
Tibet, four to Lhassa, and one to Shigatze. 

The exports were valued at Rs. 817,851, or Rs. 2,449 under 
those of 1897. The most conspicuous decrease is in woollen cloth, 
which has fallen off by nearlv 28,000 yards, and Rs. 9,000 in 
value. A considerable traffic in this article is carried on through 
the Lachen Valley, to the north of Yatung, and through Nepal. 
The trade is in the inferior class of cloth, and is of a peddling 
character. Tibetans of the coolie class engage in it, purchas- 
ing cloth in small quantities at Shigatze, and retailing it to 
Tibetans domiciled at Darjeeling, to Bhutanese, and to 
Nepalese. Fewer ponies and mules were sent into India, and 
Chinese silk has receded from 1,166 yards to 965 yards. 38,586 
maunds of sheeps’ wool were vated. against 40,034 maunds in 
the previous vear. The following notes on the wool trade have 
been supplied for the report by a Kalimpong merchant :—The 
quality of the wool was fair, and the export would probably 
have been larger if traffic had not been interrupted for an un- 
usually long period, first by heavy snow in February, and later 
on by a complete falling-off in demand and consequently lower 
rates in the Kalimpong and Calcutta markets. ibetan wool 
is only consumed in a few districts in England and the United 
States. All efforts made to induce Continental spinners to use 
Tibetan wool have so far failed, as their machinery is not 
adapted to the working of coarse wool. . 

The race of Tomos, inhabiting the Chumbi Valley, and having 
a monopoly of the carrying trade across the Jalep Pass, is an 
apparently thriving one. Since the establishment of Yatung as a 
mart, the people have risen from penury to affluence, and to 
accommodate the increasing population many houses have been 
built, for which timber has been cut on the hills enclosing this 
valley. The number of trees felled each year for the supply of 
building material and fuel is rapidly on the increase, and the 
waste of wood is enormous. Many trees are felled and allowed 
to rot as they lie. Stumps from 3 to 4 feet high are left standing, 
and the custom of chopping the timber into planks means that 
about half of each tree is wasted in chips. No replanting is 
done, and though many young seedlings are growing up they 
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will have short shrift when the old wood is finished. To all 
appearances, before many years are over, this valley will be bare 
of trees. Some 3,000 mules are employed in the carrying trade 
across the frontier, yaks and donkeys being the chief beasts of 
burden from Rinchingong into the interior of Tibet. The mules 
are small and carry a weight of 160 lbs. only. In reply to an 
advertisement of the Indian Government for mules, some were 
taken to a fair at Kalimpong, in November last, but they were 
found to be too small and weak for mountain batteries, though 
a few were purchased by the Commissariat. 


AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND IMPLEMENTS IN 
THE DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


The following information has been obtained from a recent 
report by the French Consul at Batavia on agricultural 
machinery and implements in the Dutch Kast Indies :— 

The implements which are used for working the soil, not only 
in Java, but throughout the whole of the Dutch East Indies, are 
of an extremely primitive nature. The character of the natives 
is entirely opposed to the adoption of progress of any kind. 
Most of the implements used in small farming, &c., come from 
Germany and from England, but far fewer are imported from 
the latter country. The implements.coming from Germany are 
of inferior quality. The handles of sickles are not properly 
fastened to the blade; the latter easily break and twist, but the 
native does not stop at trifles of this kind; he mends his imple- 
ments so far as they have been injured, and often works with only 
the stump of a blade. 

Agricultural machines properly so-called (reapers and binders, 
threshing machines, sowing machines, winnowing machines, 
sorting machines, &c.), are not used in Java. This state of 
affairs arises from different causes. In a densely-populated 
country the price of manual labour is very low, especially when 
one considers how few are the wants of the native, who, indeed, 
needs neither clothing nor substantial food. Under these con- 
ditions, it is hardly to the producer’s interest to replace manual 
labour by the wei of an expensive machine, and as the supply 
is always greater than the demand, hand labour, 7.e., coolie 
labour, is never lacking. 

Again, the principal agricultural product of the Dutch Kast 
Indies is rice; now it is impossible to work agricultural machines 
in rice-fields. Even sugar-cane plantations are not adapted to 
the introduction of modern methods, for in order to retain the 
fertility of the soil, planters grow sugar-cane in one portion of 
the plantation one year and rice the next. Consequently, even 
in the year in which the sugar-cane is sown, the plantations have 
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the appearance of rice-fields, and in order to get agricultural 
machines to work, the arrangement of the fields would have to be 
broken up, that is to say, roads would have to be made and the 
banks which retain the water of irrigation would have to be 
demolished. 

Finally, a consideration of the climatic conditions of the 
country clearly shows that the use of agricultural machinery, 
properly so-called, is opposed to the agriculturist’s interests. 
All articles which contain iron, steel, &., grow rusty and 
unfit for use in a short time if exposed to the open air. There 
is, too, another source of injury besides rust; it is the white ant, 
a terrible scourge in the country. All kinds of agricultural 
machines, in the composition of which ordinary European woods 
are used—and such machines are numerous—if left exposed for 
a day or night, would be useless on the morrow. The only wood 
which the white ant does not attack is teak; and it is of this 
wood that the rice-hulling machines, made by the natives, are 
constructed. 

It is to this class of machinery that the efforts of manufac- 
turers should be directed. The principal agricultural products 
of the Dutch East Indies are sugar, coffee, rice, tobacco, and 
tea, Each of these articles requires special utensils to prepare 
it for the market. 

There are at Java and Sumatra 280 sugar factories, and this 
figure itself shows that a field is open to the manufacturers of 
machinery. 

In the Java sugar factories the method of compression is in 
favour ; only three factories use the diffusion process. The ob- 
jections of the Java planters to the diffusion process are various, 
amongst them being the slowness of evaporation and of the dry- 
ing of the rings of cane, and the expense of maintenance of the 
knives which cut up the cane. On account of the humidity of 
the climate, conditions in Java are unfavourable to evaporation, 
which takes place slowly and in a defective manner and necessi- 
tates the use of a considerable quantity of fuel. The residuum 
of the sugar-cane, whether refined by compression or diffusion, 
is used as fuel both to produce motive power and to effect evapora- 
tion. Now the planters affirm that compressed cane dries more 
rapidly than cane treated by the diffusion process. The latter is 
cut into rings and remains in the water a fairly long time, and 
to dry it quickly it is necessary to separate the rings one from 
another, which takes up a great amount of space for drying alone. 
Compressed cane dries rapidly even if heaped together. Lastly, 
to keep the knives which cut the sugar-cane into rings in proper 
condition causes great expense and owing to the dampness of the 
climate they soon rust and become unfit for use. 

The compression process is carried out by means of several 
pressure-cylinders, that is to say, the sugar-cane passes in succes- 
sion under the action of various degrees of pressure. In Java the 
diffusion process yields from 5 per cent. to 6 per cent. more 
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saccharine matter than the best compression processes. The 
materials for the diffusion process are still supplied by France, 
and the Société Métallurgique de Fives-Lille has hitherto enjoyed 
a monopoly in this respect in Java. As regards the diffusion 
process, British machinery is not in demand, but this country 
supplies a good deal for the compression process. Americans 
have not as yet supplied any material for sugar refining in Java. 

Coffee-hulling machinery has always been one of the principal 
cares of the Java coffee-planter. His object has been to find a 
machine which can be used for different kinds of coffee without 
causing the coffee to deteriorate. Until recently, for example, 
machinery for hulling Liberia coffee could not be used for Java. 
The problem was solved by M. Schaap, a coffee planter himself, 
who invented a hulling machine which can be used for all kinds 
of coffee grown in Java, and it appears that coffee planters who 
have adopted his system have been gratified by its results. It 
is stated that a French engineering enterprise is making arrange- 
ments with M. Schaap for the working of his system on a larger 
scale. At the last coffee planters’ congress, held at Malang, in 
October, 1898, a prize of 2,000 florins was voted for an improve- 
ment on the Schaap system pulper, which should be of lighter 
make and require less motive force, and through which at least 
three piculs could be passed an hour. 

Coffee-hulling machines are imported generally from England 
and Germany, but on many plantations primitive methods of 
hulling are still carried on. 

Rice is the staple food of the inhabitants of the Dutch East 
Indies, whether European or native, and rice-growing has at all 
times been carried on to a great extent in Java. 

The native, faithful to the paths he followed before the con- 
quest of his country, still adheres to his antiquated methods of 
preparing rice for the market. When the rice is ripe, it is har- 
vested and dried in the sun, and then the grain is separated from 
the stalk. In this state the rice is still unhulled; to effect this 
operation the native uses a wooden trough, usually simply a 
trunk of a tree hollowed out, in which the rice is hulled by 
means of a pestle worked by hand. This method is faulty, be- 
cause on one hand, the rice is not always completely hulled, and 
on the other, even if the grain is not completely powdered, it is 
usually broken, which renders it unfit for consumption or, at any 
rate, lessens it value. 

Several undertakings are making use of mechanical hullers, 
and their use tends to become general. 

It might be worth the while of manufacturers to turn their 
attention to rice-hulling machinery, and endeavour to turn out 
a light machine, easily worked, which could be operated either 
by means of turbines, for, in rice-fields, water can always be used 
for motive force, or by draught animals. The price of such a 
machine should be as low as possible, so as to compete with 
American makes. It should not be forgotten indeed that, as 
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regards the preparation of rice for the market, it is not only a 
certain district which presents an outlet for the engineering in- 
dustry, but the whole of the Far East, British India, Cochin- 
China, China, the Netherlands, East Indies, and Japan. As the 
economic development of each of these countries progresses, 
manual labour, so far as the work in question can be carried 
out by mechanical processes, will be replaced by the work of 
machinery. 

Very little machinery is required to prepare tobacco for the 
market, and up to the present this preparation has been carried 
out by natural means. The only requisite is drying apparatus, 
but many growers, especially the better informed, think that in 
this respect there is room for improvement. The tobacco leaf is 
allowed to ferment and is dried. Fermentation needs great care 
and constant supervision. As to drying apparatus, it is in most 
producing districts constructed by local processes of the most 
primitive kind. 

The engineering trade might find an outlet in the sale of 
hydraulic presses for compressing bales of tobacco. 

As regards tea, the material necessary consists of plates, rol- 
lers and mechanical drying apparatus, with ventilators worked 
by motive power. Up to the present, British manufacturers 
have had the monopoly of making this machinery. 

The import duties in the Dutch East Indies are— 
Manufactures of iron... ... LO per cent. ad val. 
Ditto of steel ... és ..- 10 per cent. ad val. 

Machinery, &c., destined for sugar factories, railways und 
steam engines, parts, &c., of agricultural machinery properly so- 
called, are admitted into the colony free of duty. 

Machinery and all articles containing iron or steel should be 
very carefully packed and rendered completely damp-proof. 'The 
external packing ‘of large pieces of machinery might be effected 
in crates, but each part and each separate article should be sur- 
rounded by a damp-proof covering. 

As a rule, local credit is three or six months from receipt of 
goods, but as regards agricultural machinery, as well as machi- 
nery for preparing agricultural produce for the market, speciai 
arrangements are made. 
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TARIFF AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
INDIAN AND COLONIAL. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


In exercise of the power conferred by section 7 of the Cotton 
Tariff of Val Duties Act, IT. of 1896, and in supersessiun of 

—_— — Notification, No. 677, dated the 13th 
February, 1897, the Governor-General i in Council i is pleased to fix, 
for the descriptions of cotton goods hereunder specified, tariff 
values as follows :— 


| Laritf 
No. _—_—_—— jvalue per 
| Tb. 


GREY GooDs. 


20 | Sheets, bed, plain (other ‘than twills) eee oes 
21 | Shirtings, plain, or with borders not exceeding } inch ... 
22 Ditto, with borders exceeding } inch 

23 | T-cloth, exceeding 20 inches in width, including China ... 
24 | Ditto, not exceeding 20 inches in width aa ie one 
25 Zanzibar cloth, including American cloth ... ose 
FANCY AND COLOURED Goops. 

26 | Bed ticking, plain or drilled ... oes eee eee eee 
27 | Blankets and blanketing, grey, unraised ... 


1 | Chadars and cholas, plain or with borders, not exceeding ares 6 0 
2 | Ditto, ditto, with borders exceeding 4-inch... ‘i, 
3 Commissariat, sailand tent cloth... 6 0 
4 | Dhutis, plain or with borders, not exceeding inch 6 0 
5 | Ditto, with borders exceeding 3-inch. ave 6 6 
6 Ditto, black line border, calendered . 6 3 
7 | Domestics... 6 0 
8 | Dorias, ‘including charkani and corded trousering ... A i «a 
9 | Drills, jeans and twiils . soe | 6 0 
10 | Dangari cloth, including | hadi and doubte cloth ite 6 0 
11 | Jaconets ... ose | 10 0 
12 | Longcloth, plain... was 6 0 
13 |Madapollams.... oe soe 6 6 
16 | Ditto (bhagavad) ... ese 
17 ‘| Sallas, dupattas, a and uparnas bes 
18 | Saris 6 0 
6 0 

6 0 

6 6 

6 0 

6 6 

6 0 


28 | Ditto, ditto coloured, ditto 

29 | Ditto, ditto grey, raised 
30 | Ditto, ditto coloured, raised ... ees, say 
31 | Charsas 


32 | Cholis and coloured siris (sallas) 

83 | Drills and jeans, striped or checked . 

34 | Figured goods, grey, table-cloths, ‘bed covers, and quilts 
35 Ditto, coloured 

86 | Flannellettes .., 

87 | Galatea, Thana cloth, and leheria 
38 | Napkins ... son 
39 | Sheets and twills, figured and ‘striped 

40 | Striped cloth ordinary susi and susi 
checks ... abe 

41 | Towels, Turkish . 

42 | Ditto, honeycomb and ‘other sorts oe see oso 

43 Fents, grey ase 

44 | Ditto, coloured . 


Provided that any “of the goods in list 
when woven with borders of silk shall be assessed to duty ad val. 


152 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Jan. 18, 1900. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The “ British Central Africa Gazette,” under date of 24th Novem- 

ber last, publishes a notification of H.M. Acting 

a a Deputy Commissioner and Consul at Zomba to 

ep. the effect that, from the 1st December last, the 

export duty for entire elephant tusks not exceeding 15 lbs. in 
weight will be 9d. per Ib. 


FOREIGN. 
RUSSIA. 


A case has recently arisen in which two anchors belonging to 
a British steamer have been detained by the 
Custom House authorities at Riga “ the 
28> ground that they were not included in the 
&e. declaration of the master of the vessel on 
arrival at that port. The Board of Trade consequently con- 
sider it advisable to call the attention of shippers of British 
goods to Russia, and of masters of vessels proceeding to Russian 
ports, to the following translation of extracts from the Russian 
Code of Customs Laws, which has been received at the Board of 
Trade through the Foreign Office :-— 

Section 1,519.—Goods transported or carried past Custom 
Houses or brought from abroad, as also those which are brought 
into a Customs House from abroad, but which are not specified in 
lading papers or similar documents, are regarded as secretly 
introduced. 

Section 360.—Every shipmaster, to whatever nation he may 
belong, is bound, on arrival at a Russian port, to act in strict 
accordance with the Customs Laws, and is responsible for the men 
forming the crew of his vessel in regard to every transgression of 
such laws. 

Section 387.—Provisions and ships’ appurtenances, as also articles 
serving for the personal use of the shipmaster and crew, may be 
given in declarations without detailed specification of weight and 
measure in the form established. 

Section 378.—The declaration and its duplicate are to be made 
out in the established form in the language with which the ship- 
master is most familiar. 

Temporary Rules for Lading Papers, relating to Imports by Sea :— 

Section 3.—A master’s report must be drawn up, according to a 
specified form, and contain the following information :— 

1. The name of the master, and the name and nationality of the 
vessel 

2. Date of arrival of vessel at the port, her port of departure, 
duration of voyage, and name of consignee. 

3. Registered tonnage and draught of the vessel. 

4. Number of bills of lading (written at length and not in 
figures), of goods dischargeable at the port, and the total quantity, 
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(also written at length), of the packages of merchandise on board, 
as specified in the bills of lading. - 
5, Statement of the goods brought without bills of lading, with 
indication of the name of the consignee, and the quantity of such 
goods (to be written out in full) ; the marks and numbers, nature of 
packing (boxes, barrels, bags, bales, &c.), the description of the 
goods, their quantity and gross weight, or the number of packages, 
all to be set forth in full (in words, not in figures) ; in the same 
manner shall be specified the goods brought for sale and belonging 
to the master, or to any of the crew of the vessel. 

6. The number of bills of lading, in words, and the quantity of 
packages of merchandise addressed by bill of lading to other 
Russian ports, or for re-examination, also in words. 

7. The total quantity of passengers’ luggage (a detailed list of 
the passengers and of their luggage shall be presented separately 
in duplicate by the master). 

8. Notice of average. 

9. Number and nationality of the crew of the vessel. 

10. Particulars respecting property of crew. __ 

11. Quantity of powder and powder materials on board. 

12. Ship’s stores. 

13. Ship’s provisions. 

14. Signature of master and date of signature ; and 

15. Signature of Customs officer who has taken the report. 

Observation.—If the report has been made more than 12 hours- 
after the arrival of the vessel at the port, the reason of the delay 
must be stated in the master's report. 


FRANCE—UNITED KINGDOM. 


By an Exchange of Notes between H.M. Ambassador at Paris and 

the French Minister for Foreign Affairs, an 

ge Arrangement has recently been arrived at 

of Orici between the British and French Governments, 

— providing that Consular Fees on the Issue of 

Certificates of Origin shall be reciprocally waived. By this 
Arrangement the French Government have agreed that— 

1, French Consuls in the United Kingdom will issue, on appli- 
cation, certificates of origin without charging a fee. 

2. Certificates of origin issued by local authorities, other than 
the Customs, viz., Mayors, Magistrates, Chambers of Commerce, 
&c., will require, as heretofore, a Consular visa. No fee, however, 
will henceforward be charged for such visa. 

. 8. Certificates of origin issued by the British Customs authori- 
ties, when stamped with the seal of the Customs, and when there 
is no question as to their genuineness, will coutinue to be accepted 
by the French Customs without Consular visa or legalization. 

On the part of the British Government it has been agreed that 
British Consuls in France shall be instructed— 

1. To deliver gratuitously upon application, certificates of origin 
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2. To legalize (“‘viser”) without charge a certificate of origin 
drawn up by the local French authorities. 

The British Customs authorities will also be instructed to recog- 
nize certificates of origin issued by the French Customs and 
bearing their seal. 

It is understood that the two Governments are at liberty to ter- 
minate at any moment the agreement now come to between them. 


FRANCE-TUNIS. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 

Competition despatch from H.M. Consulate at Tunis trans- 

mitting extract from a Tunisian journal callin 

Mancheste attention to the prominent position ‘icamted 

anchester by British cotton piece goods in the Tunisian 
market. 

The journal adds that the ‘Société d’Exportation de l’Est,” a 
syndicate composed of the principal piece good maufacturers of the 
Vosges district, is preparing to compete with the Manchester 
houses. The manager of this company has just left for Tunis to 
institute a thorough enquiry into the kinds of piece goods in 
demand in the locality. 


FRANCE-ST. PIERRE ET MIQUELON. 
A Presidential Decree, dated the 27th December last, has been pub- 
. lished in the French “ Journal Officiel ” of the 
Tariff Modifica- 11th inst., notifying that certain modifications 
tions. havebeen effected in the Table appended to the 
Decree of the 21st December, 1892, which con- 
tained the exceptions to the General Customs Tariff of France with 
regard to imports into St. Pierre and Miquelon from foreign 
countries. The classes of ‘“ Animals, living” and “ Animal 
products ” included among these exceptions are to read as follows, 
the rates stated being those now leviable in the two colonie 
in question 


Animals, living : Fes. Cts. 
Stallions, geldings, and mares each 30 00 
Donkeys and asses ... ove ove 3 00 
Rams, ewes, and sheep “ 
ove 
Poultry 
Pigeons 

Animal products : 

Salted meats : Fes, Cts. 
Beef and other kinds... 5 00 
Fes. Cts. 


Butter = 100 kilogs. 13 00 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
The “‘ Revue ve? states that several members of the Austrian 
and Hungarian Governments have met at 
a mend Buda-Pesth, and have agreed as to the necessity 
of proceeding with the preliminary work of 
drawing up a new general Customs tariff, in order to formulate a 
practical basis for the conferences to be held on the subject. 


A Decree was recently published in the “ Reichsgesetzblatt ” in 
Prohibition of | Vittue of which the importation into Austria- 
Importation of Hungary of galvanic apparatus, purporting to be 
aise delete of hygienic use, to be worn on the human 
= r. body, as well as so-called galvanic crosses, 

pparatus. rings, chains, belts, &c., is prohibited, on the 
ground that the wearing or use of these articles may cause skin- 
disease and even poisoning. ‘Trade in articles of this description 
is also forbidden, but the Decree does not apply to apparatus con- 
structed and worn in accordance with the directions of a physician. 


UNITED STATES. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
Ports for goods COPY of a Treasury decision of the United 
in transit for  S¢tes government with reference to the trans- 
British North portation of merchandise to the British 

imenten, Possessions in North America via Settle and 

Blaine, as follows :— 

Under the authority contained in section 3,005, Revised 
Statutes, Settle and Blaine, Wash., are hereby designated as ports 
at which merchandise destined for places in the British Possessions 
of North America may be entered for transportation through the 
territory of the United States without the payment of duties 
thereon, and the regulations prescribed by Department’s circular 
No. 129, of 27th October, 1899, are hereby made applicable to 
such transportation from the ports named. 


BRAZIL. 

The Foreign Office have — from 
. at Rio, th January, to the effect that 
meee! Quasantine the Quarantine Station of the State of Para is 
Stations. prepared to treat ships from suspected ports, 
and that its operations are recognised by the Brazilian Government. 
H.M. Minister at Rio has been also assured by the Inspector of 
Health that the Quarantine Station at Tamandaré will be in 

similar operation not later than 1st February next. 


ROUMANIA-NETHERLANDS. 
With reference to the notice at p. 456 of the “ Board of Trade 
Treaty of Journal ” for October last, respecting the Com- 
C mercial Convention between Roumania and 
_— Holland, which was signed at the Hague on 


the 15th March last, a despatch has now been received at the 
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Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at ‘the Hague, forwarding a 
copy of a Dutch Law, dated 11th December, approving the 
Convention between these two Powers.: 


SPAIN. 

The following is a translation, which has been prepared at the 
; Board of Trade, of the first portion of the new 
wo Spanish Customs Tariff, which came into opera- 
tion on the 1st instant. It is hoped to publish 
further instalments in the next few issues of the “Journal.” The 
minimum rates levied under the Tariff formerly in force have been 

inserted in the statement for purposes of comparison :— 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900. (Rates applicable to 


Former 
Articles. British Produce). 
| Rates = 
English 
| Equivalents. 
CLASS I. Pes. c. fone: 


STONES, EARTHS, MINERALS, 
GLASS AND GLASSWARE, 
AND POTTERY. 
Group 1.—Stones and Earths 
employed in Building, in the 
Arts, and in Industry. , 
» 1 | Marble, jasper, and alabaster,| 100 kilogs. 1 75 | 100 kilogs. 1 75 Cwt. 0 0 8 
in the rough or in dressed 
pieces, squared and pre- 
pared for shaping 
2 | Ditto, ditto, ditto, of all » 12 00 » 22°00 » O 4104 
classes, cut into squares, 
slabs, or steps of any di- 
mension, polished or not 
3 | Ditto, ditto, ditto, in sculp- » 30 00 » 80 00 3 BAe 2 
ture, reliefs, flower vases, 
ornamental vases, and simi- 
lar articles for house decora- 
tion 
4 | Ditto, ditto, ditto, worked up) » 15°00 3° * 
or chiselled into any other 
kind of article, polished or 


not 
5 | Other stones and earthen 0 20 “0°20 
substances employed inj (gross wt.) (gross wt. (gross wt.) 
industry, in the arts, and 
in building; cement, lime, 
and plaster 
Group 2.—Coal. 
6 | Coal and Coke (1) ... --.| 1,000 kilos. 2 50 | 1,000 kilos. 2 50 | Ton of 0 2 0 
2,204 Ibs. 


(1) Coal and coke shall be cleared in conformity with the weight indicated in 
the certificate issued to-the master-of the vessel by the Spanish Consul at the 
port of shipment, showing the quantity received on board according to the charter 
party and the bills of lading, which documents the Consul shall demand to see 
for the purpose. Before the discharge of the coal the Customs Officials shall visit 
the . vessel. conveying it, and the approximate weight of the cargo shall be 
calculated. from the empty space in the hold and the net tonnage, it being 
considered that each cubic metre of net tonnage corresponds to 800 kilogs. of coal 
or 460 of coke. If the result of this calculation differs from the weight as shown 
on the manifest and declared, the coal shall be weighed. 


Jan. 18, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 157 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900. (Rates applicable to 


Former 
Rates. 
English 
Tariff Rates. | quivalents. 


Pes..c. Pes. c. 

Group 3.—Shale, bitwmen, ¥ 
5 products derived therefrom. 
7 | Tar, mineral pitch, and un-| 100 kilogs. 0 40 | 100 kilogs. 0 40 |] Cwt. 0 0 2 

refined creosote, and asphalt, 4 
bitumen, and shale. 
8 | Petroleum and mineral oils. 
which on distillation at 300° 
Centigrade leave more thar: 80 
per cent. of residuum (2). 
9 | Do., do., from 20 per cent. to’ 25-00 Pe 010 2 
/ 80 per cent. inclusive. 
10 | Do., do., less than 20 per cent. Be 37 00 J 015 0 

NotTe.—Petroleum, crude} |} Crude oils, 

or refined, imported from , 100 kilogs. 30 00 
Europe or transhipped in aj { Refined, 
European port, will pay a sur-| | 100 kilogs, 42 00 
tax of 0°50 pesetas per 100 
kilogs. (23d. per cwt.). 
11 | Oleonaphtha, mineral lubri- > 50 00 % 1.0 4 
cating oils, vaseline, and 
mixtures of these products 
with animal or vegetable 


3000] , O12 2 


oils or fats (3). 
12 | Benzine, gasoline, and other} 100 kilogs.42 00 | Kilog. ... 0 75 110 6 
similar products, 


(2) For every shipment of petroleum and mineral oils under Tariff Nos. 8 and 9, 
a sample of 200 cubic centimetres shall be taken for every 50 cases, and a like 
quantity for every 10 barrels, or for each tank, comprised in one declaration and 
belonging to the same class. 

These samples shall be mixed in a large vessel, and when the examination of 
the shipment is concluded 2 litres shall be taken from them and put into separate 
bottles, which shall be sealed and furnished with labels signed by the Customs 
officers and the interested party, and forwarded to the Direction-General. of 
Customs for examination. fa 

The declared tariff number shall be applied, and duty levied immediately, and 
the importer shall be bound by the results of the analysis, the clearance not being 
considered final until the result of the analysis is known. 

The samples shall be analysed within one month, and the interested party shall 
have the right to be present when the samples are opened and analysed, and to 
appeal to the Minister of Finance from the decision of the Direction. When, in 
appealing, the interested party requests a new analysis, he shall bear the expense 
of such analysis if the decision of the Direction is sustained. In contrary cases, 
the expenses shall be borne by the Administration. parade 

Jf the interested party desires to be present at the analysis, he must request 
permission in writing when he signs the label of the sample. 

(3) By naphtha and lubricating oil in No. 11 of the Tariff are to be understood 
mineral oils, used chiefly for lubricating purposes, which do not emit inflammable 
vapour when heated to 200° C., which are not distilled when heated up to 310° C., 
and which when treated with concentrated sulphuric acid do not increase more 
than 8° C. in temperature. ‘pi 


158 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


[Jan. 18, 1900. 


Articles. 


Former 
Minimum 
Rates. 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900. (Rates applicable to 
British Produce.) 


English 


Tariff Rates. Equivalents. 


22 
23 


Group 4.—Minerals, 
Mineral ores . 


Group 5.—Glass and Crystal. 
Common or ordinary hollow 
glassware (4). 
Crystal, and glass in imita- 
tion thereof (5). 
Glass and crystal, in sheets 
for windows (6). 
Do. for cupboards, 
and glass for mirrors (6). 
Do. silvered, or 
coated with quicksilver or 
platinum. 
Do. do., in statuettes, 
vases, flower vases, and si- 
milar articles for toilet pur- 
poses and house decoration ; 
liqueur cases, dessert dishes, 
and glasses for spectacles 
and watches. 


Group 6.—Pottery, Earthen- 

ware, and Porcelain. 

Clay, in bricks, flagstones, 
and tiles for building pur- 
poses, furnaces, &c. (7). 

Do., in large and small 
paving tiles; tiles of col- 
oured faience, glazed .tiles, 
and pipes (8). 

Faience, wares of fine clay, 
and statuettes of gypsum(9). 

Porcelain... 

Clay, earthenware, and por- 
celain, in figures, vases, 
reliefs, flower vases, and 
ornaments for toilet tables. 
houses, and similar uses ; 
liqueur cases and dessert 
plates. 


...| Ton of 
1,000 kilogs. 


Pes. c. 
0 25 


100 kilogs. 10 00 
» 50 00 


20 00 


kilog. 


100 kilogs. 3 50 


5 00 


a 52 50 
kilog. 1 20 


Pes. c. £ os. 
0 25 | Ton of 0 0 


2,204 lbs. 
Cwt. 


Ton of 
1,000 kilogs. 


100 kilogs. 10 00 
50 00 ” 
35 00 
45 00 

1 00 


2 00 fs 418 


100 kilogs. 


0} 


(4) Are included in this number, bottles, demijohns, and flasks for oil, wine, 
drugs, perfumery, and chemical products. provided they be not cut, and unpolished 
glass ot more than 12 millimetres in thickness for roofs and pavements. 

(5) Are included in this number, bottles, tumblers, glasses, and other articles for 
table service, whether of crystal or white or coloured glass. 

(6) Glass in crystal, in sheets, less than 4 millimetres in thickness is to be 
classed under No. 16, and that from 4 to 12 millimetres in thickness under No. 17. 

(7) Only rough bricks, flagstones, and tiles of baked earth or clay, employed in 
the construction of walls, furnaces, &c., are included in this number. 

(8) No. 21 includes small bricks for pavements and for mosaic work, and also 
the articles for building contained in No. 20, when glazed, painted, enamelled, and 
made of washed or sifted earths. 


(9) This number refers to table services and kitchen earthenware. 


|| 
13 2* 
i | | 
15 10 4 
| 
16 | 014 8 
17 018 4 
18 | as 80 00 208 
19 120] » 
21 ” 5 00 » 
24 kilog. 2 00 
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New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900. (Rates applicable to 


Former British Produce.) 


Articles. Minimum 
Rates. 


Tariff 
Nos 


English 


Tariff Rates. Equivalents. 


CLASS II. PER: C. | Pes. c. 
METALS, AND ALL MANU- | 
FACTURES INTO WHICH | 
METAL ENTERS AS A | 
PRINCIPAL ELEMENT. 
Group 1.— Gold, Silver, and 
Platinum, 
25 | Gold in jewellery or plate, 
even set with pearls or pre- 
cious stones ; also precious 
stones and pearls, set or 
not (10)... ..| hectog. 25 00 | hectog. 25 00 
26 | Silver in jewellery or plate, 
even set with pearls or pre- 
cious stones (10) ... os me 3 50 % 3 50 
27 | Gold, silver, or platinum 
manufactured into other 
articles (10) 


£s. d. 


| 


oz. troy0 6 3 


» 0 010} 


Group 2.—Jron Castings.(11) 
28 | Cast iron, in pigs; and old 
broken iron... nn .--| 100 kilogs. 2 00 | 100 kilogs. 2 00 
29 | Ditto, in columns, without 
q work of adjustment and not 
polished, and in tubes of 10 
millims. or more in thickness 
30 | Ditto, in tubes of less than 
10 millims. in thickness ... ‘ 8 00 * 
31 | Lubricating boxes for wag- 
gons and carriages... 
32 | Cast iron, in common manu- 
factures... 8 50 
33 | Ditto, in fine manufactures, 

polished, coated with 
porcelain, or with ornamen- 
tation of other metals... 17 50 17 50 


” 5 00 ” 


© 
wo 


5 
8 | 

825 


(10) The classification of jewellery or ornaments includes all small articles of 
luxury, valuable on account of workmanship, intended generally for the adornment 
of persons of both sexes. In clearing finished articles, including jewellery of gold, 
silver, or platinum filled with mastic, a reasonable tare allowance shall be made for 
such mastic. 

(11) Articles of malleable cast iron shall pay the duties leviable on manufactures 
and articles of wrought iron. 


(To be continued.) 


With reference to the New Spanish Sugar Law, the chief provisions 

Sugar Law of which were published at pp. 15, 16 of the 

* “Board of Trade Journal” for the 4th inst., a 

Royal Decree has now been issued by the Spanish Government 

approving provisionally regulations for the administration of the 

law and collection of the sugar tax. A copy of the ‘“‘Gaceta de 

Madrid” containing these regulations may be seen in original on 

application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 

of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


| | | 00% 
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“The Madrid Gazette” of 12th instant contains a Royal Order 
ae granting a concession for 99 years, but without 
Rail subvention, to the Robia & Valmateda Railway 
— Co. (Bilbao district) to build a medium gauge 


line from Valmateda to Torrosa, and the “ Gazette” of 13th instant 


a Royal Order authorising a concession for 99 years, without sub- 
vention, to the Bilbao & Portugalete Railway Co., for a standard 
gauge branch from a point on their Cantalogas & Olareaga line to 
Mount Maravilla. 


An order in “ The Madrid Gazette ” of 3rd inst. decrees that— 
1. Packets which arrive from abroad by post, 
— aaa containing samples of merchandize in quantit 
y post. and conditions which leave no doubt that they 
are not intended for consumption, nor can be the subject of 
mercantile transaction, shall be admitted simply upon payment of 


_ the duties according to the tariff. 


2. Other parcels of merchandize, or objects which shall not 
clearly and definitely fulfil their condition of business samples, 
upon being imported by mail, shall continue to be subject to the 
Royal Decree of 9th June, 1896. 

Note.—The Decree of 9th June, 1896, gives the consignee the 
option of refusing the consignment or paying a fine of five to ten 
times the amount of the duties. 


| 
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FRENCH AFRICAN COLONIES. 


The following statement of the duties leviable on wines and spirits 
in certain French African Possessions has just 


on Wines heen publiched the French“ Olfice 
_ and Spirits. Coloni 
Ordinary Ordinary 
— Wine, in Wine, in (including Spirits. 
casks. bottles. Vermuth). 
t. 5 5 4, 5°, ad val 
mport Duty— ad val, 
collected on} ad eal. ad val. ad val “ 
all imports 
of _ whatever 
origin, 
Additional 7%, ad val. 
Customsduty| ad val. ad val. ad val 
on'imports of 
foreign origin 65° above, hectol. 
40 fr. 
Hectol. 3 fr.| Hectol. 30 fr.| Hectol 30 fr. 65°, hectol. 
30 fr. 
Municipal 65° and above (in- 
octrois : cluding Absinthe), 
St. Louis. | Barrel, 6 fr.| Case of 12 » 90 hectol. 60 fr. 
bottles, 2 fr. Below 65°, hectol. 
40 c. 30 fr. 
Absinthe, hectol. 
‘ 30 fr. 
Gorée. 12 fr.| Case of 12 
bottles, 1 fr. hectol. 
Absinthe, _hectol. 
20 fr, 
6 fr. | C « 
Dakar bottles, 0 fr. | ” kinds, hectol. 
Ivory Coast— Less than 25°, free. 
: 25° to 49°, hectol.60 fr. 
Consumption | Less than 16°)16°and above 20 fr. : 
tax. hectol. 6 hectol. 15 fr. 
| | Less than 26°, hectol. 
| 10 fr. 
Customs duty. | Hectol. 5 Hectol.10 fr.) ., fr.| ¢ 25°to 49° hectol.20fr. 
50° and above, hectol. 
FRENCH 25 fr. 
GUINEA— 
Consumption| Hectol 5 fr.| Hectol. 7 fr. | Per hectol. and per degree, 1 fr. 90c., 
tax. with a minimum of 25 fr. per hectol 
Customs duty. Nil. Nil. Nil. il. 
Con@o (Conven- 
tional Basin)— | 
Import duty..| 6 °/, ad ral. | 6 °, ad val. 6°), ad val.| Hectol. at 50°, 25 fr. 
GABOON— 
Customs duty. | Hectol. 10 fr.) Case of 1 doz.| Bottle 30 ¢.} Hectol. 36 fr. 
bottles, 1 fr., 
| hectol. 24 fr. 
Nil. Nil. | Nil. | above, hestol. 


i 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT NOTES. 


CANADA. 


The “ Canadian Gazette ” reports that there has been, a large falling 
off in grain shipments from Montreal during the 
The reasons for this have been the 
carriage of 5,000,000 bushels of in to Port- 
Montreal = }and, Maine, by the Grand Trunk, and the with- 
drawal of so many vessels for use as transports. The followin 
table shows the quantities of the different kinds of grain shippe 
from Montreal in 1898 and 1899 :— 


1899, 1898. 

Bushels. Bushels. 

Wheat. 10,198,927 8,869,110 
Corn 13,709,538 19,180,632 
Peas 1,272,701 1,529,815 
Oats 4,946,000 7,243,092 
Buckwheat ... 168,756 331,119 
Flaxseed 732,916 819,176 
Total ... Bushels 32,550,553 39,505,482 


showing a total decrease for 1899 of 6,954,929 bushels. 


FOREIGN. 


PRUSSIA. 


A recent number of the “‘ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” gives 
some interesting particulars as to the results of 


the last tenders for the supply of rolling stock 
oaaiew on to the Prussian State Railways. Six hundred 
g locomotives, 630 passenger carriages, 220 


luggage vans, and 8,884 goods trucks were required; 136 large 

engines were tendered at 63,300 marks each (mark=—1s.), and 
77 at 58,400 marks, 69 express engines at 62,800 marks, 48 
passenger engines at 62,130 marks, and 59 at 59,975 marks, 38 
shunting engines at 29,300 marks, and other engines at 45,500 
marks, 48,825 marks, and 49,675 marks each. 

Amongst the tenders for passenger carriages, 50 composite first 
and second class eight-wheeled carriages were offered at 30,240 
marks each, 25 composite first, second, and third class at 27,660 
marks, and 85 third class at 25,200 marks; the prices of six- 
wheeled carriages were from 11,760 to 16,800 marks each, and for 
four-wheeled 200 fourth-class coaches were as low as 7,560 marks 
each. 

Fifty-five six-wheeled luggage vans for passenger trains were 


| 
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tendered at 8,500 marks each, and 165 four-wheeled vans for 
goods trains at 6,280 marks. 

The following prices were offered for goods waggons :—3,000 
iron coal trucks of 15 tons, with brake, 2,400 marks, without, 1,870 
marks; 2,000 coal trucks of 15 tons at 2,580 marks, and 2,075 
marks respectively, with and without brakes; 700 15-ton open 
trucks, 2,425 marks and 1,895 marks respectively; 150 15-ton 
covered trucks for lime, 2,570 marks and 2,070 marks; 200 15-ton 
waggons with platforms, 2,630 marks and 2,035 marks; 120 
30-ton waggons with platform at 4,885 marks, with brake ; 2,000 
covered waggons at 3,300 marks and 2,640 marks; 100 cattle 
trucks at 4,590 marks and 3,575 marks; and 500 long trucks for 
wood at 1,810 marks, without brake. 


FRANCE. 
A despatch, dated 30th December last, has been received at the 
Official Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Paris, 


. transmitting copies of two further circulars 
— to addressed to the Minister of Public Works to 
_— the varicus railway companies calling upon 
Companies. them to carry out all Ministerial instructions 
at once, and to cause complaints which may be made by travellers 
to be immediately investigated. 


“Le Journal des Transports” gives the following particulars of 
Railways railways and tramways in France at the present 


time :— 

Under con- 
struction or Total. 

projected. 
Kiloms. Kiloms. Kiloms. 
Railways—of general interest... 37,789 5,345 43,084 
os industrial, &c. wid 227 43 270 
local ... 4,408 1,842 6,250 
Tramways... 3,460 2,140 5,600 
Total ‘nd 45,834 9,370 55,204 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


“Le Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de ays 

uoting from a volume issued by the‘ Compagnie 
stantinople,” gives the following particulars con- 
cerning Turkish railways. The total length of the railways in 
working order and under construction during 1898, together with 
the gross rec2ipts, is shown in the following table :— 


Ottoman Empire. 
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Line. Length of Line| Receipts. 
European Turkey— Miles. & 
Oriental railways ... one abe 815 459,000 
Salonica-Monastir ... oes 137 82,000 
Salonica-Constantinople ... 317 50,000 
Asiatic Turkey— 
Anatolia railway ... ics “A: 634 336,000 
Moudania Brousse ... 25 10, 
Aidin railway = 320 23,000 
Smyrna Cassaba 165 148,000 
extension 157 230,000 
_ Beyrouth-Damas-Hauran ... af 160 78,000 
Jaffa-Jerusalem 54 30,000 
Mersine-Adana abe 42 19,000 
St. Jean d’Acre-Damas (under construction) of 157 _ 
Total | 2,983 1,465,000 
GUATEMALA. 


The United States Consul at San Salvador reports that the 

Deutsche Dampfschiffahrts Gesellschaft Kosmcs, 
a line of German steamers running monthly 
from "rg. between Hamburg and San José de Guatemala, 
has announced that a semi-monthly service was to be established 
between the above ports from December last. In addition 
there is a monthly service between San José and San Francisco, 
Cal., and intermediate ports, calling at San Diego and making 
connections with the Santa Fé Railway. ‘The following are the 
dates of sailing from San José for San Francisco: “Ammon,” 
February |, 1900; “Octavia,” March 14, 1900; “Luxor,” 
April 12, 1900. These steamers, adds the consul, have been 
running monthly on the coast for some time. 


BRAZIL. 


The Traffic on the first section of the S. Paulo and Rio Grande 
— Railway, according to a statement in the 

New Railway. «Brazilian Review,” was inaugurated early in 
December last. This line will start from Itararé, a station on the 
Sorocabana Railway on the frontier of Parana, will traverse the 
States of Parana, and join the terminus of the Chemins de Fer 
Sud-Ouest Brésilien on the frontier of Parané and Rio Grande do 
Sul, a total distance of over 900 kilometres, exclusive of a branch 
to the upper Parand, with a length of 900 kilometres more. 

The section that has just been inaugurated measures 229 kilo- 
metres, and is a proof of the tenacity and energy of its 
originators. 

The Company is national, with an authorised capital of 
24,000,000 dols., of which 13,000,000 dols. have been paid up. 
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There is likewise a debenture issue of 25,000,000 francs of 5 per 
cent., issued in Paris. There is a Union guarantee of 6 per cent. 
on 30 contos gold (£3,375) per kilometre. 

The first section extends 229 kilometres from Pirahy to 
Rebougas, passing through Castro and Ponta Grossa, a station on 
the Curityba railway already open to traffic. 

The line is of a metre gauge and the first section comprises the 
following bridges :—Rio Yapé, 114 metres; Rio Verde, 20 metres ; 
Rio Tibagy, 192 metres ; Garuana, 40 metres; Rio Minas, 2 spans 
of 40 metres each, and Rio Imbituva, 1 span of 40 metres. 


FRENCH SOUDAN. 


The cost of carriage of a ton of merchandise from St. Louis, 
Cost of Goods Senegal, to the principal centres in the Soudan 


Transport. is, according to ‘‘ La Dépéche Coloniale,” as 


fo'lows :— 
| Per Metric Ton. 
From St. Louis to -—— 
French 
| Currency. Sterling. 
Dioubéba 109 50 ST 7 
Bamako... 392 72 314 2 
Timbuctoo ... 566 45 453 2 
Seguiri bi 424 22 339 4 
Kankan ... ve 445 22 S58 2 
Kouroussa ... 446 72 357 4 
Nioro die 267 57 234 1 


These are the charges for the journey inland. Those for the 
return are about one-half of the above. 


MANCHURIA. 


For four months of the year the waterways of Manchuria are ice- 
Difficulties of bound and all water-borne traffic in the interior 
ceases ; its chief commercial highway, the Liao 

Export. River, is navigable during eight months for only 


200 miles, and its chief tributary, the Hun Ho, for little more than 
half that distance, and boats are frequently delayed at shallow 
places till there is a heavy rainfall in the interior; the northern 
province of Heilung-chiang and parts of the central province of 
Kirin are so far removed from this highway that the cost of trans- 
port by cart to places of shipment is prohibitive, and the millet 


166 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Jan. 18, 1900. 


(Holeus Sorghum, L.) crop has to be converted into native spirits 
and the pulse into oil, more valuable commodities, and better able to 
bear a heavy cartage rate; and overland traffic is practically 
confined to the winter months, for the roads in the interior become 
quagmires during the rains and are impassable in summer and 
early autumn. What is the result ? Only a very small proportion 
of the year’s crop can reach places of shipment before the approach 
of winter and the cessation of navigation and secure an exit from 
Manchuria, the great bulk of the produce for export being conveyed 
by cart during the winter months from the centres of production 
to storage depots on the Liao and its tributary, such as Tung- 
chiang-tzu, Tieh-ling, Moukden, and even the port of Newchwang 
itself, whence it is shipped in ‘the spring of the following year. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series 2,369.) 


JAPAN. 


Information, dated 16th December, 1899, has been received at the 
Admiralty from the Commander-in-Chief on 

bs “ ind the China Station, that several new ports in 
— the Japanese empire have been opened to foreign 
trade. The following is a complete alphabetical list of all the 


open ports :— 


Nipon. 
Degs. Min. Degs. Min. 
Fushiki, approximate position, lat. 36 47 N.,long.137 5 E. 
Kobe 34 40 - 185 12,, 
Miyazu 35 135 11 ,, 
Nanao 37 4 136 57 ,, 
Niigate 37 139. 4,, 
Osaka 34 41 135 20 ,, 
Sakai 35 33 133 13 ,, 
Shimidzu 138 30 ,, 
Simonoseki __,, 33 58 » 
Taketoyo 34 50 136 56 ,, 
Tsuruga 35 Ad 1386 
Yokkaichi 34 57 136 40 ,, 
Yokohama 35 26 139 39 ,, 
Hakata, approximate position, lat. 33 36 N.,long.130 24K. 
Karatsu 33 26 129 88,, 
Kuchinotsu _,, 32 37 
Moji Ms 33 57 130 58 ,, 
Nagasaki 32 44 129 52,, 


Uisumi. 32 37 130 26 ,, 


4 
i 
if 
4 
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Tsu Sima. 
Degs. Min. Degs. Min. 
Itsuhara, approximate position, lat. 34 12 N. long. 129 16 E. 
Sasuna 34 39 129 22,, 
Shishimi 34 31 129 17 ,, 
YEZO. 
Hakodate, approximate position, lat. 41 47 N., long. 140 43 E, 
Kushiro tt a 42 58 m 144 23 ,, 
Moronau 42 21 140 56 ,, 


Liukiu IsLanps. 
Naha, approximate position, lat. 26 12 N.,long.127 41 E. 


Formosa, 
Kelung, approximate position, lat. 25 9 N., long. 121 45 E, 
Tainan 22 59 120 11,, 
Takau 22 36 120 17-,, 
Tamsui Ma 25 10 121° 26 ,, 
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TRADE NOTES. 
(Arranged according to Industries.) 
MINING AND MACHINERY. 


RUSSIA. 


“La Revue de Statistique” gives the following information 
concerning the Metallurgical Industries of 


ie Russia during the year 1898. 
ances The total production of the Empire was :— 
Pouds. 
Wrought-iron ... ‘477, 383 
Steel ... 69,928,325 
The imports from abroad were :-— 
Pouds. 
Cast-iron.. ak 6,094,000 
x Wrought-iron and steel... ... 22,870,000 
Tron and steel machinery «11,325,000 
The output of the manufactories of Ekaterinoslav was :— 
Works. Pig-iron. Wrought-iron. Steel. 
| Pouds. Pouds. Pouds. 
New Russia (Hughes) ee .--| 16,181,905 373,293 8,030,922 
Nicopol Marionpol ... 1,010,179 1,452,932 422,207 
Russo-Belgian... 7,825,892 5,645,313 
Briansk 8,506,362 224,172 5,116,721 
Dnieprovienne eel 8,502,556 326,629 8,160,453 
Donetz Society, Dronjkowski 5,581,213 4,185,078 
Donetz-lourievka ... 5,854,828 — 
Olkhowski ... cost 1,215,024 


NoTe.—Poud=36 Ibs. avoirdupois. 


UNITED STATES. 


A despatch dated 29th December last has been received at 

. the Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul at 

oo Philadelphia, reporting that 50,000 tons of 

y- bituminous coal from the mines of Messrs. 

Berwind, White & Co. in Pennsylvania, are being sent by contract 
to Italy. 

Several steamers have been chartered, some of which have 
already left Philadelphia, clearing for orders to Gibraltar, for 
either Genoa, Ancona, or Venice, with coal for the use of Italian 
railways. The price is estimated approximately by customs at 
6s. per ton f.o.b. 

No British vessels have at present been chartered for this 
contract. 


| 
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The total output of all contracting locomotive shops in the United 
Output of States (that is, those outside the railroad shops) 
for the year 1899 will, it is stated, amount to 
2,473 locomotives, the largest number for a 
single year yet recorded. The increase over 1898 is 598 
locomotives, or about 32 per cent., and is about 10 per cent. higher 
than the next best year, 1890, when the total output was 2,240 
locomotives. Of the 2,473 locomotives built in 1899, 339, or 
nearly 14 per cent., are compounds. In 1898 the output of com- 
pounds was 374, or 20 per cent. of the total output. ‘The export 
business for 1899 (514 engines) will show, according to the “ Iron 
Age,” a decrease of 40, or 7 per cent., as compared with 1898, 
when 554 locomotives were built for railroads in foreign countries. 
In 1897, 386 were sent abroad, and in 1896, 309; that is, 
in 1897, 31 per cent. of the total was ordered for export, and 
in 1896, 26 per cent. The following table shows the total number 
of locomotives built each year for the past ten years :— 


Locomotives. 


1895... cos, 4,201 1889... 1,860 
BOLIVIA. 


The “ New York Journal of Commerce” has published the following 
Mining report on Mining in Bolivia :—‘ Tin mining is 
: steadily making progress in Bolivia, especially 
Production. in the Uyuni district, and the high values at 
present ruling have given much additional impetus to this industry. 
The exports of this metal for the year 1899 are estimated at 
between 6,000 and 7,000 tons, and they will show a further 
increase in 1900. Difficulties of transport alone prevent a rapid 
development of the Bolivian tin mining deposits. Although 
copper is plentiful in several sections of the republic, the cost of 
carriage to the seaboard has hitherto checked any large increase in 
production. About 3,000 tons of this metal are now annually 
exported, and principally shipped from the Peruvian port of 
Mollendo to Europe. Such minerals as antimony, bismuth, and 
borax, although existing in large quantities, are only exported as 
yet upon a smaJl scale, No accurate information of the yield of 
gold can be obtained, but rich alluvial and quartz deposits are 
known to prospectors in many different localities. Some of these 
are, however, above the line of perpetual snow, and climate and 
other natural physical obstacles have impeded any substantial work. 
hitherto in the direction of practical gold mining. At present most 
of the gold recovered is the product of washings by Indians in river 
beds and streams, the quartz reefs not having yet been touched for 
want of proper machinery and competent miners to supervise opera- 
tions of this nature. Labourers for mining work are fairly plentiful ai 
B2 
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wages varying from 14 bolivianos (about 2s. 6d.) to 4 bolivianos 
“= 6s. 8d.) per diem, in accordance with the class of work to 
one.” 


JAPAN. 


According to a recent report of the German Consul-General in 

Yokohama, the production of salt in Japan is 

Salt Industry. carried on mainly on the sea-coast, where it is 

collected from the sea by means of salt pans. 

Rock-salt and brine are not found in Japan in large quantities 
suitable for working. 

The quantity of salt produced in Japan in 1896 was 25,965,719 
bushels, of a value of 825,567/. The salt is not of very good 
quality, and is used in salting fish, &., and in preparing soy 
sauce, an article of which large quantities are consumed ; but salt 
has to be kept for a year to eighteen months before it can be used 
for this purpose. 

The imports of raw salt were small up to the year 1896, but 
have since increased, the value being in 1896 5,800/., in 1897 
11,7002., and in 1898 13,500/. Germany and China are the chief 
countries exporting salt to Japan, and German sait is rapidly 
gaining ground, owing, it is said, to its better quality. 

The Japanese Minister of Agriculture and Trade recently ap- 
pointed a committee to investigate the best means of protecting 
the Japanese salt industry against foreign competition. Amongst 
other proposals, this committee suggested the establishment of a 
Government experimental salt refining laboratory, and the increase 
of the import duty on salt. 


AGRICULTURE. 
CORN PRICES. 


The average prices of British Corn returned as soid in England 
and Wales during the week ended 13th January, 1900, were as 
follow :— 


Barley... Ke =e 


For further particulars see P 183. 


CANADA. 


According to the “ Monetary Times ” of Toronto, the wheat crop 
eats of Manitoba has been over-estimated by several 
Agri as millions of bushels, the actual yield being about 
Statistics of seventeen and a quarter bushels to the acre. 
Manitoba. The following figures are from the final crop 
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bulletin for the year, which has been issued by the Manitoba De- 
partment of Agriculture: Wheat area in crop, 1,629,995 acres ; 
total yield, 27,922,230 bushels. Oats area in crop, 575,136 acres ; 
total yield, 22,318,378 bushels. Barley, 182,912 acres; total yield 
5,379,156 bushels. Flax, 21,780 acres ; total yield, 540,929 bushels. 
Rye, 3,217 acres ; total vield, 64,340 "bushels. Peas, 1,366 acres, 
total yield, 20 490 bushels. "Potatoes, 19,151 acres ; total yield, 
3,266,395 bushels. Roots, 10,079 acres; total yield, 2,679,106 
bushels. Dairy products, butter, 2,357,049 pounds, value, 
384,478 dols. Cheese factory products, 848,587 pounds; value, 
86,980 dols. Poultry disposed of by farmers, 65,845 turkeys, 
25,155 geese, and 246,250 chickens. 


CANADA—ONTARIO. 


According to the annual report of the Bureau of Industries for 
: Ontario for 1898, the rural assessed area 
—" amounted to 23,392,584 acres, being 32,156 
, acres more than that of 1897. Of this 12,993,614 
acres consisted of cleared land, an increase of 140,553 over the pre- 
vious year. The percentage of cleared land was 55°5 5, there being 
7,198,905 acres of woodland, and 8,200,065 acres swamp or waste 
land. The acreage devoted to pasture was 2,708,043, an increase 
of 49,798 acres, a result of the growth of the dairying and stock- 
raising interests. The area under crop was 8,835,272 acres, which 
exceeded the aggregate of any previous year, and was 133,567 
acres greater than that of 1897. 

The total number of creameries in Ontario was reported as 
282, of which 93 furnished reports, on which an estimate of the 
total production is based. This gives the output of creamery 
butter as 9,008,992 lbs., being 1,300,727 lbs. in excess of the 
product of 214 creameries in 1897. The growth of the industry 
within the last few years is shown by a comparison of these figures 
with those for 1892, when the estimated output of 74 creameries 
was 2,707,570 lbs. 

These statistics as to butter production only embrace the factory 
product, in addition to which large quantities of home-made butter 
are produced. 

Statistics in relation to cheese factories show that there were 
1,187 i operation, a net increase of 26. Owing, however, to the 
increased amount of attention devoted to butter-making, there was 
a decrease in the output, which amounted to 128,116,924 lbs., as 
compared with 137,362,916 lbs. in 1897. The value of the product 
was 10,252,240 dols., but the price dropped half a cent. a pound, so 
that the proprietors received for milk 8,417,535 dols., as compared 
with 9,709,004 dols. in 1897. This was equivalent to 61:2 cents 
per 100 lbs. of milk, or 4 cents below the average for five years. 
The two classes of farm products which, next to butter, showed a 
notable increase, were hogs and poultry. Of the former the total 
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number was 1,640,787, being 355,824 more than the preceding 
year, while poultry of all kinds numbered 9,084,273, an increase 
of 648,932. 

A satisfactory feature of the situation as indicated by the returns 
is the growth of farm values, more especially farm lands which had 
for ten years previously been steadily depreciating. The aggregate 
value of all farm property increased from 905,093,613 dols. in 1897 
to 923,022,420 dols., in 1898, while the farm lands increased 
in value from 554,054,552 dols. to 556,246,569 dols. The greatest 
increase in any single item, however, took place in the value of 
live stock, which rose from 93,649,804 dols. to 103,744,223 dols. 


LAGOS. 
The rubber industry in Lagos will, it is feared, have little, if any; 
Rubber importance for some few years. The report re- 


cently issued by the Colonial Office, says that 

meauairy. this is due to the reckless way in which the sap 
has been collected. In many instances the trees have been cut down, 
and in other cases the incisions have been made so very deep that _ 
they have caused the death of the trees. The formation of plan- 
tations of the Aickwia Africana is the only way to resuscitate the 
rubber trade, and one European firm has already taken up the 
matter. The natives also have promised to do their best to conserve 
the few remaining trees, and, under the direction of the Superin- 
tendent of Woods and Forests, nurseries of the various rubber- © 
yielding plants have been established in different parts of the 
Colony and Protectorate. Jn this way there are, it may be, 
reasonable grounds for hope that the export of rubber will. resume 
its former dimensions within the next seven years. 


GERMANY... 
The Belgian Consul at Cherbourg, writes that for some years large 
Cider cider factories have been founded in Germany on 


' the model of those which have been working in 
Manufactories. yy ormandy for the last twenty years. ‘The 
German cider factories buy large quantities of cider apples, and 
many truck loads are imported into Germany. 

As Germany is a country where beer is the chief beverage, and 
where the consumption of cider is relatively small, it is concluded 
that most of the cider made in Germany is intended for export. 

It is to be noted, says the Belgian Consul, that the manufacture 
of cider is a very remunerative industry, and it must indeed be so, 
since the German factories pay their way in spite of the consider- 
able cost of carriage of apples by rail. 
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA. 


The viticultural industry in Bosnia and Herzegovina during last 

wn year, according to “Le Monde Economique,” 

Viticulture. was much below the average, for it was with 
difficulty that 35,000 cwts. of grapes were produced. 

This disappointing result is said to be due to the damage caused 
by rain and hail, which favour the development of vine-mildew and 
peronospora. 

In spite of all the precautions taken by cultivators, these evils 
have not ceased to spread ; they extend more and more, and almost 
all vines are affected by them. 

According to official statistics, the production has diminished, 
in eight years, from 61,000 cwts. to 35,000 cwts., or about 
43 per cent. 

In view of this situation, it has been questioned whether 
mildew and peronospora, are really sufficient in themselves to 
account for such a diminution in production, amounting in certain 
years, notably in 1892, to more than 90,000 ewts. of grapes. 


OTHER TRADE NOTES. 
CANADA. 


The “ Monetary Times ” of Toronto states that the total ogermng 

: : sealing catch of 1899 amounted to 35,471 skins, 

me Cuhariee including the Behring Sea catch,and 1,000 skins, 
in 1608. _ estimated as taken by Indian canoes. 


JAMAICA. 


The imports into and exports from Jamaica in the year ended 

. 31st March, 1899, were both greater in value 
Trade in 1898-99. than in the preceding year; imports amounted 
to 1,788,432l., as against 1,674,3801., an increase of 114,052/. in 
value and 6°8 in percentage of value, and exports to 1,662,5431., as 
against 1,448,443/., an increase of 214,100/. in value and 14°8 in 
percentage of value. 

Under imports, the very considerable increase of 164,543/. on 
manufactured articles was partially set off by a decrease of 50,2651. 
on live animals, food, drink, and narcotics, whilst a small decrease 
on raw material was almost counterbalanced by a small increase 
on specie. On the other hand, exports showed an increase on 
every head except manufactured articles, in which there was a 
trifling decrease of 2,8951. (Colonial Office Report, No. 283.) 
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FiJl ISLANDS. 


The Report for Fiji for 1898, recently issued by the Colonial 
Office, shows a prosperous condition of trade and commerce in the 
Islands. Capital has been invested and has given a return, 
property is secure, and the law courts command respect. Exports 
exceed imports, and the population is increasing. The total 
revenue of the islands for 1898 was 94,164l., and the expenditure 
87,5941., giving a surplus of 6,5701. 

The population of the islands was 121,738, of which 3,927 were 
Europeans. 

The total imports for the year amounted to 234,849/. ; and the 


‘ exports, 534,105/., all the trade being with Europe, Great Britain 


and colonies, and the South Sea Islands. 

Copra exported in 1898 amounted to 63,1591. ; fruit, 25,4771. ; 
distilled spirits, 13,886/.; sugar, 400,885/.; maize, 2,4731.; pea- 
nuts, 2,614I. ; pearl shell, 2,328/. 


ICELAND. 


The French “ Bulletin de la Marine Marchande” states that im- 

a portant work is carried on, mainly by Norwegian 
‘Whale Fisheries. Companies, in the many fjords of ‘Ana “alpen 
and western coasts of the island. There is a fishing company at 
Talknafjord, one at Flateyri, one at Thingeyri, two at Alptafjord, 
and one at Singlufjord, &c. Although storm sometimes drives the 
ice northwards, and whales go further afield to seek calmer 
waters, sheltered by icebergs, the industry is productive. The 
following figures seem to indicate this. On 13th June last, a 
Norwegian steamer entered Alptafjord with ten large whales; on 
the 15th, two steamers arrived in port, one with two, the other 
with seven whales ; and on the 18th, a vessel entered with a train 
of six whales. 

At Oddeyri Point, which bounds the Akuregri roads on the 
north, there is a large Norwegian manufactory for the extraction 
of the oil, not of the whale only, but also of the apokal, a shark 
of the higher latitudes, which is found in great abundance between 
Iceland and Jan Mayen. 


PORTUGAL. 


With reference to a notice respecting the constitution of com- 
: mercial and industrial companies in Portugal, 
which appeared on page of the “ Board 
Industrial 
of Trade Journal ” for 11th January, the 
following is the decree referred to :— 

Article 1.—Companies constituted in a foreign country, with a 
domicile in Portugal or in some Portuguese colonial possession, 
which have as their object some branch of trade or industry, or 
some form of agricultural enterprise within the said possessions, 


Companies. 
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must be organised in exact accordance with the Portuguese 
Commercial Code. 

Section 1.—In the statutes of these companies there must be 
expressly inserted a clause stating that they ave subject to all the 
provisions of the Portuguese laws and courts of justice. 

Section 2.—No company in the conditions indicated in this 
article can carry on business in the Portuguese colonies, unless 
its statutes have been registered in the tribunal of trade at Lisbon, 
and in the trade tribunal of the respective colonial districts. 

Section 3.—When foreign companies have as their exclusive 
or principal object, agricultural enterprise, in any Portuguese 
colonial possession, unless their statutes limit this enterprise to 
less than two years, and to the possession of certain real estate, 
the statutes must be submitted to the Home Government for 
approval. 

Section 4.—For other companies, whose object is not agricul- 
tural enterprise, the ruling of Section 2 of Article 162 of the 
Commercial Code is affirmed. 

Article.2.—Companies legally constituted in foreign countries, 
which establish a branch in Portuguese colonies, or any sort 
of company or private representative, are subject to the laws of 
Article 111 of the Commercial Code, and to any others which may 
be applicable to them. 

Section.—The representatives of these companies cannot under- 
take any agricultural enterprise, or acquire the possession of any 
real estate unless the respective companies, in conformity with 
Section 3 of the preceding article, submit their statutes to 
the approval of the Government, or obtain for this purpose the 
necessary authorisation in conformity with Section 2 of article 162 
of the Commercial Code. 

Article 3.—Companies constituted in foreign countries, or their 
representatives, which do not comply with the provisions of the 
preceding articles, will render themselves liable to the penalties 
provided for in article 112 of the Commercial Code. 

Article 4,-- The Governors of the Portuguese colonies will send 
regularly to the Secretary of Marine and the Colonies notes of all 
the foreign companies which directly or by means of representatives 
carrying on business in those colonies, stating the character of the 
work undertaken by them, and how far they have complied with 
the Commercial Code and with the tenour of these articles. 

Article 5.—All contrary legislation is hereby revoked. 


The French Consul at Oporto states that, of the foreign commerce 
Foreign Trade of Oporto, the most interesting section is that 
of German trade, on account of its development 

of Spent. in recent years. It may, indeed, be affirmed that 
during the last twenty years, German commerce in Oporto: has 
trebled in importance, and more especially since the financial crisis 
commenced. This end appears to have been attained at first by 
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advertisement, and the establishment of active German import com- 
mission agents, for it is chiefly import business which has increased 
so greatly. When the financial crisis broke out in Portugal, the 
majority of countries sending their goods to Oporto, especially 
France, regarded that market as lost, and the commercial travellers 
who had been in the habit of visiting Oporto regularly, ceased to call 
there. At this very time Portugal was visited by a large number of 
German travellers, who succeeded in obtaining the customers, 
whom their competitors had abandoned. ‘To attain this end, 
German firms did not hesitate to grant long credit, 5, 6, 8 or even 
12 months if required, a circumstance which contributed greatly 
towards bringing them orders. 


GREECE. 


The “Revue dOrient” states that the foreign trade of Greece 
: for the first six months of 1899 amounted in 
oe ores value to 61,745,271 drachmas* for the imports 
in 1600. and 36,155,597 drachmas for the exports. Com- 
pared with the corresponding period of 1898, imports have 
diminished 5,780,954 drachmas, while exports have increased 
5,688,014 drachmas. The customs receipts for the half-year 
amounted to 15,157,231 drachmas*—4,892 drachmas less than in 
the first six months of 1898. As regards shipping, there were 
2,970 vessels with a tonnage of 1,805,612, as against 2,928 vessels 
with a tonnage of 1,476,420 during the corresponding period of 
the preceding year. 


* Drachma (par value) = 9.6d. 


FRENCH COLONIES IN INDIA. 


“La Dépéche Coloniale” gives the following particulars of the 
Trade in 1898. trade of the French Colonies in India for 


1898 :— 
—_ Imports. Exports. 
125,375 315,859 


FRENCH IVORY COAST. 


“La Dépéche Coloniale” states that the imports of the French Ivory 
in 1 Coast in 1898 amounted to 223,9501., and the 
Trade in 1898. exports to 201,886. 
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The imports from France amounted to 41,802I., and the exports 
thereto were valued at 77,4031. 
The principal exports were :— 


Kilogs. Francs, 
Palm oil 4,331,000 1,745,000 
Caoutchouc ... 289,000 ie 1,304,000 
Mahogany ... 12,696,000 1,142,000 
Palm kernels ... 2,266,000 vie 385,000 
Gold dust ae 101 ae 313,000 
Coffee beans ... 41,000 des 103,000 


Compared with 1895, imports have increased 36,196/., and 
exports 13,140. 


MADAGASCAR. 
“Ta Politique Coloniale” furnishes the following particulars of 
Trade in 1899 the trade of Madagascar for the first seven 
months of 1899 :— 
(seven months). 


1899. 1898. 
Imports... £497,803 
Exports... 80,793 


The imports in 1898 exceeded those of 1897 by 130,7561., and 
in 1896 they were 174,840/. less than in 1897, 


FRENCH SOUDAN. 

From statistics which the French “Office Colonial” has just 

, ublished as to the trade of the French Soudan, 
ene ee it appears that the total value of the recorded 
imports into that colony during the first half of 

of 1899. 1899 was 4,774,163 francs, as compared with 

3,736,819 francs during the first six months of 1898, the exports 
amounting in value to 1,545,212 frances for the first half of 1899, 
and 1,080,490 francs for the first half of 1898. 

The imports, consisting of longcloth and calico, across the 
Senegal frontier in the first six months of last year were valued at 
1,142,879 francs, and the exports at 558,019 francs, caoutchouc 
(443,414 francs) being the most important item in this latter 
figure. 

The principal article imported across the Sahel and northern 
frontier was salt, which was imported to the value of 2,093,517 
francs, out of a total importation of 2,779,582 francs, the other 
imports being sheep, gum and longcloth. 

The value of the imports into the southern region in the period 
in question was 623,003 francs, kola nuts and textiles contributing 
to this total 244,073 francs and 149,872 francs respectively. 
Amongst the exports, the most important articles were caoutchouc 
(118,864 francs), salt (163,852 francs) and longeloth (68,162 
francs). 

Arrangements for the collection of statistics of trade passing 
across the eastern frontier have not yet been made. 
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EGYPT. 


The “ Egyptian Gazette ” notes that the Customs receipts for 1899 
Customs Receipts *"° excellent. When the plague appeared and 
remained for the summer months few would 
in 1008. have anticipated that the close of the year 
would leave a substantial surplus over 1898. But despite bubonic 
plague, a bad Nile, and all their attendant drawbacks, the total for 
1899 is L.E. 2,092,779,060 as against L.E. 2,039,745,628 for 1898. 
The following table shows the receipts for 1899 as compared 
with 1898 :— 


| Jan. 18, 1900 


——— 1898. 1899. 

Imports 834,111,119 865,955,223 
Exports 113,820,898 149,443,794 
Sundries 11,144,459 9,097,975 
959,076,476 1,024,496,992 

Tobacco, tombac and cigars 1,080,669,152 1,068,282,068 
Total ... T..E.| 2,039,745.628 2.092.779.060 


NoTe.—L.E. = 1/. Os. 7d. 


ARGENTINA. 


The following are the official figures as to the imports into and 
exports from the Argentine Republic during 


Trade in 1890. the first nine months of. 1899 :— 
Gold Pesos. 
Imports... 87,670,936 
Exports... 117,617,798 


the excess of exports thus being 29,946,862 pesos. 
Comparing these figures with those for the same period of 1898, 
there is found to be an increase of 71,747,941 gold pesos in the 


imports and of 17,204,629 gold pesos in the exports. Divided 
amongst the various countries the figures as to imports and exports 


are as follows :— 


— Imports. | Exports. 

| 

Gold Pesos. | Gold Pesos. 
Antilles 32,725 147,455 
Belgium = peal 7,062,092 15,850,832 
Bolivia 58.886 299,758 
Brazil 3,587,917 4,970,928 
Chile : 107,120 223,681 
France 8.394,605 21,637,098 
Germany 10,024,511 17,592,897 
Italy 10,666,610 2,805,844 
England ... 32.761,595, 15,546,384 
Paraguay ... ‘i 1,119,970 137,169 
Netherlands 107,365 1,287,739 
Portugal ... 91,992 72,184 
Spain... 2,355,597 1,144,196 
United States bd 10,800,826 4,788,713 
Uruguay .. ais a 378,758 2,904,192 
Other countries ... 120,367 6.324.934 


| 
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Imports from Germany, the United States, France and England 
have increased, the increases from England and the United States, 
3,345,590 pesos and 3,419,995 pesos respectively, representing 90 
per cent. of the total increase. The United States have, in two 
years, almost doubled their exports to Argentine. 

The largest increase in exports are in the cases of Belgium 
(4,430,564 pesos), France (2,889,487 pesos), Germany (2,161,966 
pesos), and Spain (968,414 pesos). 


NoTE.—Gold peso = 4s. 


PARAGUAY. 


The Foreign Office have a a despatch from H.M. Consul at 
Asuncion, dated 22nd November last, reportin 

® that the appearance of the bubonic 
Bubonic Plagne. Paraguay, has produced serious effects on the 
financial and economic situation of the country. In spite of the 
precautions adopted by the Government, the closing. of foreign 
ports against all Paraguayan exports has visibly affected the 
revenues, and even under the most favourable circumstances the 
depression caused by the epidemic must still be felt during the 
present year. 

For the above reasons, and in order to meet certain extra- 
ordinary expenses, including the sanitary improvements in Asuncion 
the Government has decided to make a fresh issue of paper 
currency amounting to fifteen million Paraguayan dollars. 


COREA. 

The “ Handels Museum ” says that in spite of political disturbances 
the trade of Corea is steadily increasing. It rose 
Trade in 1898. — from 11,000,000 yen in 1894 to nearly 25,000,000 
yen in 1898. The country is poor‘in industrial 
products, but it is very rich in natural resources, and produces 
corn for export to China and Japan. The fishing industry is of 
great importance, its headquarters being at Wusan and Fusan; 
these places were visited by 6,838 Japanese fishing boats in 1898. 
A considerable export trade in gold dust has also been developed 
within the last few years, and German and English syndicates are 
exploiting the gold dust deposits of Corea. England is still the 

chief exporting country as regards Corean trade. | 


Note.—The average value of the Japanese yen in 1894 was 2s. 13d, and in 
1898, 2s. 03d. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Fishery Statistics. 
The value of the total quantity of fish returned as landed on the 
English and Welsh coasts during the year 1899 was 6,719,9721., the 
corresponding figures for 1898 being 6,123,744/. The total value of 
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fish landed in Scotland was 2,271,816/. in 1899, as compared with 
1,953,7631. the value for 1898. As regards fish landed on the 
Irish coasts the figures are :—In 1899, 352,5501.; and in 1898, 
315,9911. Further details as regards the kinds of fish landed, as 
well as statistics for the month of December last, are given for 
England and Wales on p. 184, for Scotland on p. 185, and for 
Ireland on p. 186. 


Museum of Economic Botanical Objects in Dublin. 

The Board of Trade have received from the JJepartment of 
Science and Art at Dublin a communication to the effect that the 
Keeper of the Herbarium and Economic Collections, Professor 
Johnson, D.Sc., is at present engaged in bringing together a 
typical collection of economic (botanical) objects for the public 
galleries of the Economic Collection in Dublin. He proposes to 
imitate on a small scale the well-known Economic Muscums at 
Kew. 

The above notice may be interesting to firms who might wish 
to exhibit economic botanical samples. 

The name and address of the donor will be attached to the speci- 
mens which will be suitably placed on exhibition in the specimen 
cases. 

The Economic Collection in Dublin is the only one of its kind in 
Ireland, and is at all times available to the public without charge. 

Carriage will be paid by the Department of Science and Art 
at Dublin. Printed matter, &c., and goods should be addressed to 
Dr. T. Johnson, Keeper of the Herbarium, Science and Art 
Museum, Dublin. Any reasonable expense incurred in making 
the ccllection will be paid. 


Consumption of Nitrate. 

The “South American Journal” states that the consumption of 
nitrate in the United Kingdom from January to September, 1899, 
both months inclusive, is returned at 2,481,010 quintals (1 quintal 
= 101:442 lbs. avoirdupois). The returns for other European 
countries are thus given:—Germany, 10,054,450; France, 
5,585,780; Belgium, 3,398,710; Holland, 1,576,190 ; Italy, 223,330; 
and Sweden, 113,850 ; the total for all Europe showing an increase 
of 2,273,090 quintals over the corresponding period of last year. 
The consumption in the United States for the same period of the 
year was 1,944,689 quintals for the East Coast; and 319.343 quintals 
for the West Coast ;.the figures for the corresponding period of 
1898 being respectively, 1,916,710 and 295,797 quintals. The 
returns for other countries total 414,107 quintals, against 195,367 
in the corresponding period of 1898. ‘The world’s consumption 
in the nine months, January-September, 1899, was 26,141,425 
quintals as compared with 23,586,930 in the corresponding period 
of 1898 ; 21,068,559 in 1897; 21 542, 914 in 1896; and 19,943,689 
in 1895. 


it 
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REPORTS OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Aberdeen.—A meeting of the Council of the Aberdeen Chamber 
of Commerce was held on 8th January, Mr. Thomas Ogilvie, 
president, in the chair. 

It was reported that the Philadelphia Museum had sent diplomas 
to the Chamber recognising a certain number of the members .as 
honorary members of the museum, and the meeting agreed to 
admit three members of the Museum Board as honorary members 
of the Aberdeen Chamber. 

A communication from the Edinburgh and Leith Chambers 
was submitted to the meeting with reference to the constitution 
of the Lighthouse Board Consultative Committee, and asking if 
they would appoint representatives to attend a meeting to be held 
at Edinburgh on 30th January. It appeared that the committee 
in question is composed of four shipowners from England, two 
from Scotland, and two from Ireland, and that the appointments 
had been made without consultation with the Chambers of Commerce 
and other shipowners. 

The secretary submitted a communication from the Board of 
Trade of Toronto, which included resolutions from that body to be 
submitted to the fourth Congress of Chambers of the Empire, to 
the effect that the bonds of the British Empire would be materially 
strengthened and the union of the various parts of Her Majesty’s 
dominions greatly consolidated by the adoption of a commercial 
policy based upon the principle of mutual benefit by which the 
component parts of the empire would receive substantial advantage 
in trade as the result of this national relationship, and, further, 
that the congress, in pursuance of this object, appoint a repre- 
sentative and proportionate committee of home and _ colonial 
delegates to devise a scheme of this nature, and to report to this 
or a similar commercial congress. 

Mr. Bryce, M.P., and Mr. David Smith were appointed to attend 
a conference in London on Ist February, with reference to the 
Companies Law Amendment Bill. 


Batley.— The report of the Batley Chamber states that the month 
of December has been a busy one, and that the possibility of 
higher prices has brought more trade than usual at this period of 
the year. 


The prices of wool have still a tendency to advance, and worsted 
warps are at extraordinary prices as compared with recent years, 
with little or no prospect of reduction. Owing to the exceptionally 
short yield of last year’s crop of olive oil, this liquid has had a 
continuously rising tone, with occasional fluctuations. The 
uncertainty as to the size and quality of the American cotton crop, 
coupled with the extensive demand from Lancashire spinners, has 
been responsible for a further substantial advance in prices for 
cotton warps during the month. Local makers are fully employed, 
particularly with yarns for mercerising. There is little different 
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to report as to the rag and shoddy trade, which may well be 
described as fairly good. 


Dundee.—At the last monthly meeting of the directors of the 
Dundee Chamber of Commerce, Mr. R. B. Don, president, in the 
chair, the minutes of a meeting of the Shipping Committee, held 
on the 15th December, approving of the movement on the part of 
shipowners and others to secure efficient arrangements for labour 
at the docks, were read and adopted. 

A letter was also read from Mr. Leitch, chairman of a meeting 
held on 18th December, handing a copy of “ regulations as to the 
loading and discharging of vessels at the Port of Dundee,” which 
had been adopted at that meeting. Letters were read intimating 
that the Italian Government had appointed a Permanent Depart- 
mental Commission to consider the existing Italian import duties 
with reference to the approaching expiry of the Treaties of Com- 
merce between Italy and various other States. Information or 
suggestions in connection therewith are solicited, and may be com- 
municated to the Italian Chamber of Commerce in London. A 
letter from the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, on the subject of 
Imperial telegraphic communication, was read. It was agreed to 
co-operate in the eftorts to obtain a reduction in cable rates. 


RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Report by the Chief Labour Correspondent of the Board of 
Trade on Trade Unions in 1898. (0. 9443.) Price 1s. 64d. 

This is the Eleventh Annual Report on Trade Unions in the 
United Kingdom, issued by the Board of Trade. The number of 
Trade Unions dealt with is no less than 1,267, with a membership 
of 1,644,561, and the Report shows the year of formation, the 
number of branches and members of each, as well as particulars as 
to the income and expenditure of the larger Trade- Unions. 


3. Reports respecting Peterhead Harbour Works. [Cd. 20.) Price 1d. 

This report shows the progress made with the Peterhead 
Harbour Works during the year ended 31st March, 1899. In this 
period the breakwater was extended 1124 lineal feet, the work being 
performed chiefly by convict labour. 

4. Return (in pursuance of the Railway Returns (Continuous 
Brakes Act, 1878), by the Railway Companies of the United Kingdom, 
for the sia months ending the 30th June, 1899. [Cd. 22.] Price 1s. 

This return shows the progress made in the use of continuous 
brakes, the amount and description of continuous brake power in 
use on passenger trains running on railways, &c. Particulars are 
also given for the first six months of 1899 of cases in which 
continuous brakes failed to act, and appendices are added, showing 
the rules and regulations in force on various railways relating to 
continuous brakes. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the quantities sold and average price of 
British corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial measure*, as 
received from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the week 
ended 13th January, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


—_—. Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat 57,021 8 25 11 
Barley 83,421 6 2% 5 
Oata 19,706 0 16 3 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of 
the years from 1896 to 1899. 


| 
Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
Corre- | 
sponding | 
Week in 
| 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. ; Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
| 
Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. a. a & 
1896 ...| 51,809 2 | 124,130 2 | 23,601 2 25 10 23 6 18.11 
1897 .| 51,832 5 107,846 3 | 17,406 7 $81 8 2t 10 16 5 
1898 47,863 4 100,674 5 | 17,917 1 | 385 O 27 8 17 4 
1899 68,711 6 | 100,017 1 | 23,650 0 | 27 2 28 2 ae 
| 


*: Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weiglted measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


Cc 
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Fishery Statistics—England and Wales. 


Statement of the Totat Quantity and Vatuvx of the Fisu returned as 
landed on the Eneuish and Wetsx Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st 
December, 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
the Year 1898. 


Twelve 
1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Owts Cuts. 
5,284 5,940 65.382 | 69,924 
Prime fish not separately distinguished 3,253 1,892 46,679 | 1, 
Total primefish .. - | 16,573 | 16,316 211,342 | 204,071 
Haddock 195;369 || 2,645,581 | 2,607.8 
Hake 4,357 3,897 224,529 273,428 
Halibut 2685 126,856 | 110,426 
Herrings ose ooo eee 183,770 147,240 2,239,176 1,832,423 
729 897 449,379 383,843 
ove ove ove ove 50,641 $7,290 
26,803 | 45,329 54,591 
82,981 81,328 1,129,907 1,136,205 
Total 643.556 | 577,599 || 8,594,887 | 8,080,055 
Shell fish :— No. No. | No. No. 
Orabs 105,517 || 4,918,184 | 5,628,114 
Lobsters 3,075 3,582 || 825,562 
Oysters 4,821,000 5,547,000 | 0,270,000 35,794,000 
Cwts. ts. 
Other shell fish 54,109 54,156 || 560,201 636,860 
VALUE 
£ £ £ £ 
es ove ose ove your 
Prime fish not separately distinguished ae 10,575 5,616 130,005 | 84,613 
84,403 85,925 || 1,015,273 1,000,644 
43,138 || 413,058 | 386,658 
Hake 4.750 5,517 157,448 193,785 
475 798,87 432,635 
4,652 4,799 61,357 136 
Mackerel 2 1,060 1,191 263,736 270,617 
not separate! isti i except shell 
except shell! | 66,09 || 11,405 | 780,483 
Total 498,484 | 469,657 || 6,335,736 | 5,756,205 
Bhell fish :— 
ake 12,361 10,324 145,284 141,680 
34,704 384,236 | 367,539 
Total valueoffishlanded ... ......| 532,582 484,155 || 6,719,972 | 6,123,745 


Nore.—Tke above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The valucs given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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Fishery Statistics —Scotland. 

Srarement of the Toran Quantity and Vatu of the Fisn returned as 
landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Twelve 
Months ended 31st December, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 

Twelve Months ended 
a December. December. 
1899. | 1898. 1899. 1898. 
QuanTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
1,269 1,001 23,030 17,749 

Eel (Conger) ... ove aad 937 638 15,439 14,886 

Flounder, Plaice, Brill Ga we oe 5,444 6,201 92,419 73,110 

Haddock 69,321 784,941 747,916 

Herrings 41,460 30,726 3,233,118 | §,691,383 

255 105 11,016 8,808 
Whit 5,091 3,026 56,743 39,639 
not separately ex! 

159,909 || 5,183,950 | 6,545,221 

Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
34,665 666,526 662,655 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
3,004 | 3,129 56,091 58,298 

VALUE 

& 

1,524 1,365 19,177 16,90§ 

18,026 20,680 223,595 216,593 

Flounder, Plaice, Brill 6,936 7,704 99,444 79,900 

Herrings 7,374 6,304 || 1,144,714 949,046 

i 1,404 865 46,673 35,235 
Saith (Coal Fish) 512 565 12,380 11,737 

Sparling 21 105 1,468 1,232 

Torsk (Tusk) ... 80 28 2,164 1,501 

Whiting exes; 2,721 1,911 31,029 21,205 

not separa’ distinguished, ex sl 
1,924 18,601 14,624 
Shell fish:— 
604 481 18,751 18,075 
697 147 15,420 15,714 
Total eee 5,243 $,432 80,504 77,268 
Totalvalueoffishlanded 104,578 99,361 2,271,816 | 1,953,763 
Notx.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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Fishery Statistics.—Ireland. 

Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatve of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Twelve 
Months ended 3lst December, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 

Twelve Months ended 
December. 
1899. 1898, 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
a : 178 166 3,293 3,169 

88 199 1,506 1,963 

‘Total prime fish der eens 261 275 4,799 5,132 
2,616 3,549 83,717 51,436 

Haddock 1,522 23339 16,377 20,518 

Hake ... 1,285 26 15.801 25,732 

Herrings 24°892 17,188 289,244 226,179 
i 69 595 16,657 17,967 

erel 1,758 9,683 561,211 511,463 
iting disinguithea, 1,603 853 12/969 10,825 

Fish n separa! istingui: except 

1,533 3,017 53,910 62,198 
No. No. No. No. 

Shell fish :— 

| 250 377 143,965 170,832 
Oysters | 19,700 || 2,475,400 259,133 

Cwts. Cwis. Cwts. ts. 
1,585, 1,359 18,386 20,221 
VALUE. 
£ £ £ 

387 430 5,383 7,148 
1,089 951 18,191 18,026 

Cod i 1,602 1,666 17,458 19,717 

Haddock 1,600 1,805 14,137 13,609 

Hake . 700 342 7,978 11,009 

3,176 3,375 62,876 40,227 

364 281 8,48 7,951 

724 4861 || 170,005 | 154,848 

iting eee ose won 1,090 593 220 5,677 

Fish not separately distinguished, except 
971 1,890 || 30,059 | 32,875 

Shell fish 
69 30 8,910 8,060 
419 340 14,628 12,675 
Total value of fishlanded... 11,735 16,095 352,550 315,991 
Notz—The i me are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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LIST OF DJPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 
Annual Series. 

Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & eshtionenle East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 


2371 Denmark ---(1898. Supplementary)... ooo | 


Miscellaneous Series. 
The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued 
in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources:— 


No. Price. 
519 Belgium.—Flax Industry of Courtrai_... ee | 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies... oo | 


LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :-— 


Annual. 

No. Place. Price. 
257 Cocos, Keeling and Christmas Islands one ae oo | -1d. 
258 British New Guinea... “a | 43. 
263 Falkland Islands oo | 144, 
265 | St. Helena... ose | 19d. 
267 St. Lucia soo ose | 
269 Turks and Caicos Islands 13d, 
270 Maltai 3d. 
271 Gold Coast 24d. 
272 Trinidad 3d. 
274 Ceylon | 20, 
275 British Solomon Islands. we 
278 British Honduras eee 
279 Mauritius and Rodrigues ove 
280 Grenada des cow 
281 St. Vincent ... | 19d. 
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